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Head Lines / À la Une

I
n recent weeks, I have found myself  
turning to the phrase “the wisdom of  
youth.” Why does this concept keep 
recurring in my head?

In our first full year of  operation  
of  the Assaly Arts Centre, the impact 

of  these new modern facilities on learning has 
been very positive and visible. Of  course, having 
access to a new facility – especially one of  this 
magnitude – is always special. This is particularly 
true in schools where brand new buildings and 
learning facilities only appear once every couple 
of  generations. Since we moved into the Assaly 
Arts Centre in January 2014, the quality of  
student work, assemblies, and special events 
has improved. This has been particularly 
evident in the arts, with many creative projects 
and performances in drama, music, and fine art. 
We now even have a dedicated gallery space 
where student artwork is regularly on display. 
In essence, students are showing genuine 
respect and appreciation for their new learning 
spaces and a higher level of  engagement is the 
result. Taken together, that engagement and 
appreciation reflect the wisdom of  youth in action.

In short, learning has improved at LCC 
and it's visible to those of  us who are lucky 
enough to be constant witnesses. The recent 
accreditation report from the CAIS (Canadian 
Accredited Independent Schools) Visiting 
Committee of  educational experts from across 
Canada noted the positive impact on the 
student experience, stating that, “The impressive 
new facilities have transformed the student 
experience, improving the learning and 
programme quality.”

I underscore the committee’s choice of   
the word “transformed.” Student learning and 
engagement have been taken to a higher level. 
Our commitment is that we will continue to 
raise our aims – like our voices in concert – 
toward even greater heights.

Head Lines 
Embracing Change

By Chris Shannon (Pre-U ’76), Headmaster

A Message to Our Readers
In recent years, we have been publishing two print editions 

of the LION annually. Now we have decided to try something 

new, by offering a digital edition each spring and a print 

edition in the fall. There will also be a small print run  

to serve readers who do not have access to email.  

By going digital for one edition each year, we are:

  

1  upholding LCC’s sustainability commitment;  

2 providing you with a truly engaging publication, linked 

 to enhanced content;

3 offering you a full choice of ways to read—whether   

 from your home computer, tablet, mobile device, 

 or all of the above!

Enjoy!

The LCC LION Magazine Team

P.S. You’ll note that our regular CLASSifieds section 
is not included in this issue. It will return in the fall.  
Be sure to send your news to Louise Mills! lmills@lcc.ca

Viewing this on an 
electronic device? 
Click on the blue 
icons and underlined 
words for more links.

Click on the tablet
icon to return 
to the cover.

http://www.lcc.ca/page.cfm?p=4215
http://www.lcc.ca/page.cfm?p=561
mailto:lmills%40lcc.ca?subject=CLASSifieds
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A
u cours des dernières 
semaines, je me suis souvenu 
de l’expression « la sagesse 
des jeunes » Pourquoi ce 
concept continue-t-il de 
tourner dans ma tête?

Au cours de cette première année de mise 
en service du Centre d’arts Assaly, les effets 
des nouvelles installations modernes se sont 
fait sentir de manière très positive et concrète. 
Bien entendu, l’accès à une nouvelle installation, 
surtout de cette envergure, représente toujours 
un gros avantage, en particulier dans des  
établissements scolaires où des bâtiments 
neufs et des infrastructures pédagogiques 
modernes ne sont construits que toutes les 
deux générations. Depuis que nous avons 
déménagé au Centre d’arts Assaly en janvier 
2014, la qualité du travail des étudiants, du 
regroupement et des évènements spéciaux 

s’est améliorée. Ce fut particulièrement évident 
dans le secteur des arts avec de nombreux projets 
de création et de spectacles en théâtre, en 
musique et en art. Nous disposons maintenant 
d’une galerie d’art où les travaux artistiques 
des étudiants sont régulièrement exposés. 
Essentiellement, les étudiants démontrent un 
véritable respect et de l’enthousiasme pour 
ces nouveaux lieux d’apprentissage, ce qui 
se traduit par une participation plus active. 
En somme, ce sont cette participation et cet 
enthousiasme qui, dans les faits, témoignent  
de la sagesse des jeunes.

Bref, l’apprentissage s’est amélioré au LCC 
et c’est une chose évidente pour ceux d’entre 
nous qui avons la chance d’en être les témoins 
au quotidien. Le récent rapport d’accréditation 
du Comité itinérant des spécialistes en 
éducation des CAIS (Canadian Accredited 
Independent Schools) pour l’ensemble du 
Canada a noté cet effet positif  sur le parcours 
des étudiants, précisant que : « Les imposantes 
nouvelles installations ont transformé l’expé-
rience des étudiants, en améliorant la qualité 
des programmes et des apprentissages. »

Je souligne le choix du mot « transformé ». 
L’apprentissage et la participation active des 
étudiants ont été portés à un niveau supérieur. 
Nous nous engageons à poursuivre nos buts – 
comme un concert de voix – vers de plus hauts 
sommets.

« Les imposantes 
nouvelles 
installations ont 
transformé 
l’expérience des 
étudiants, en 
améliorant la  
qualité des 
programmes et des 
apprentissages. »

“ The impressive
 new facilities have
 transformed the
 student experience,
 improving the
 learning and
 programme quality.”

Chris Shannon (Pre-U ’76), directeur d’école

À la Une 
Profiter du changement

http://www.lcc.ca
http://www.lcc.ca/page.cfm?p=4215
http://www.lcc.ca/cf_media/index.cfm?cat=220
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Dave was appointed Junior School 
director in 1967. He continued in this capacity 
until September 1975, when he was appointed 
executive director of  the Old Boys’ 
Association (now known as the Alumni 
Association).

It was quite by chance that Dave’s 
coaching career began at LCC. In the spring  
of  1948, Dr. Penton had arranged for a McGill 
student to come to the school to coach the 
football team. The student coach changed his 
mind just days before the start of  the season. 
Dave was asked to take over coaching duties, 
marking the beginning of  a long series of  
successful seasons with the Senior Football 
team, until 1977. 

Dave took playing school sports to a new 
level, and instilled the value of  sportsmanship 
in his players. “He had a big impact on my 
life. What impressed me were his ethics and 
his straightforward honesty. He taught us how 
to win and lose gracefully,” says former LCC 
football player Dave Seely ’53.

In Memoriam
Dave Wood
LCC coach, teacher, and friend

O
n February 24, 2015, at the age 
of  91, Dave Wood passed away 
in Montreal after a brief  illness. 
Many in the LCC community 

knew Dave simply as “The Coach.” During his 
outstanding 41-year career at the school, he 
was heralded for inspiring the countless students 
who played football and hockey for him.

“He set an example that all coaches follow 
without question both in manners of  behaviour 
and technique,” wrote former Headmaster  
Dr. Stephen Penton in his book on the history 
of  LCC, Non Nobis Solum. 

Dave was a valued, dedicated, and loyal 
member of  the LCC community and a true 
professional – both on and off  the field. He 
came to the school in 1947 after graduating 
from Queen’s University, where he had 
specialized in French. From the very beginning 
of  his time at the school, he was passionate 
about teaching the French language, as well as 
other subjects in the Junior School until 1975. 

By Jennifer Nault, Communications Officer

http://www.lcc.ca/cf_media/index.cfm?g=2634
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A coach for all seasons, Dave was also 
comfortable on the ice, coaching the Senior 
Hockey team from 1951 to 1967. But the game 
of  football was his calling; he was a football 
coach par excellence, and was considered to 
be the dean of  Montreal high school football 
coaches. “What a great leader – great at 
delegating to assistant coaches while projecting 
the expectations, values, and purpose of  the 
team,” wrote Tyler Cobbett ’76, one of  his 
former players.  

“The Coach” remained executive director 
of  the Old Boys’ Association until his retirement 
from LCC in 1988. Even after retirement, LCC 
was never far from Dave’s heart and mind.  
He remained closely connected with the school 
by taking on a significant role in coordinating 
fundraising and other activities. He was a regular 
at various LCC events, whether attending 
alumni branch events in Toronto, Vancouver, 
Victoria, and London, watching games at the 
Old Boys’ hockey tournament, lunching 

monthly with the Non Nobis Solum alumni 
group, or attending closing ceremonies  
to present the David Wood Award for 
Sportsmanship in the Junior School. In the 
year or more leading up to the LCC Centenary 
in 2009, Dave was on the planning committee 
as the honorary chairman.

In appreciation of  Dave’s memorable 
coaching career and many winning seasons, 
in 2009, the LCC football field was named 
the Dave Wood Field in his honour. His life 
was a shining example of  commitment and 
dedication, and LCC extends its deepest 
condolences to his family and friends.

“ He had a big impact
 on my life. What
 impressed me were
 his ethics and his
 straightforward
 honesty. He taught
 us how to win and
 lose gracefully.”

“ What a great leader—
 great at delegating
 to assistant coaches
 while projecting the
 expectations, values,
 and purpose of the
 team.”

http://www.lcc.ca
http://www.lcc.ca/cf_media/index.cfm?g=2455
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J
une Saunders literally ‘builds’ experi-
ential learning into her math classes, 
putting Pythagoras in the unlikely 
company of  power saws and straw 

bales. For the past five years, much-admired 
LCC math teacher Ms. Saunders has been 
bringing dozens of  students from her grade 8 
enriched math classes and the Green Team to 
Solisterra, an off-grid, ecologically progressive 
community in Kazabazua, QC. There, they 
build new structures for the community, and  
in the process, build solid partnerships with  
the residents.

Ms. Saunders integrates mathematics with 
hands-on learning, community service, and 
sustainability, connecting math to real world 
applications. Holly Faria ’15, who has been  
to Solisterra several years in a row, proudly 
recounts, “I have done the gazebo, and other 
structures, too. What ends up surprising me 
each time is that a group of  kids is able to build 
such useful structures. It also shocks me that we 
manage to put them up in such a short time.”

While not quite moving at the accelerated 
pace presented on HGTV – which gives the 
illusion of  buildings going up in 30 minutes – 
these students are quick. In 2012, they built 
a large community gazebo using the recycled 
timber from the teardown of  the oldest house 
in Kazabazua over one weekend. Using 
sustainable and recycled materials, students 
have also built a playhouse, sheds, a chicken 
coop, and this spring, the group completed  
an outdoor solar shower.

Solisterra promotes sustainable living by 
offering groups and individuals the opportunity 
to experience the off-grid lifestyle first-hand. 
Ms. Saunders works with members of  the 
Solisterra team to develop the plan for students 
when they visit. While there, the group’s 
hard work and cooperation creates indelible 
memories, such as the weekend they built the 
community gazebo: “We couldn’t keep a low 
profile with that project; cars kept passing 
by and slowing down to see what we were 
building in the centre of  town,” recalls  
Ms. Saunders. “Now, that was a pretty 
ambitious project to take on in two days!”

By Jennifer Nault, Communications Officer

“What ends up
 surprising me each
 time is that a group
 of kids is able to
 build such useful
 structures. It also
 shocks me that we
 manage to put them
 up in such a short
 time.”

24”
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Memories are long lasting because there 
are very few diversions at Solisterra. “You 
bond with people. Without our phones, we’re 
forced to talk!” laughs Holly. Completely 
unplugged from modern technology, students 
sleep in a straw bale house, eat locally prepared 
food, and even go without showers. “There  
are just so many of  us and not enough time  
to shower,” recalls Klara Goettke ’15.

The group works from dawn to dusk to 
build a structure, working from blueprints, 
measuring, cutting, building – and sometimes, 
rebuilding. “There is a lot of  math involved,” 
says Klara. “If  something isn’t straight, you 
might have to tear it down and build it up again.” 

Ms. Saunders frames those setbacks 
broadly: “Once in a while you have to rebuild. 
For instance, we were fiddling with a door to 
the chicken coop, and we realized that the door 
would fit a lot better if  the chicken coop was 
actually square – it was a bit off. But these guys 
are certainly learning to measure twice before 
they cut.”

Andrew Zhang ’17 loves to participate  
in this activity, and has gone many times.  
“This year, we went back with a different 
group, and they were astonished by what we 
had accomplished. They said, ‘You guys built 
this? That’s just amazing.’ Then they get to 
work and they realize that they, too, are doing 
something equally astonishing.”

This April, 14 students eagerly travelled 
back with Ms. Saunders. “If  you really love 
what you do, it just doesn’t feel like work.  
I’m happy to be a part of  this and I’m lucky  
for the opportunity. As a math teacher you 
invariably get the question, ‘When and how  
am I going to use this knowledge?’ and so  
I’ve always wanted to show a more practical 
side to mathematics. That’s my motivation.  
I believe it’s giving them the hands-on learning 
opportunity to experiment, put their math skills 
to practical use, and just get out there and 
build something.”

22”

“ As a math teacher
 you invariably get
 the question, ‘When
 and how am I going to
 use this knowledge?’
 and so I’ve always
 wanted to show a
 more practical side
 to mathematics.”

24”

http://www.lcc.ca
http://www.lcc.ca/cf_media/index.cfm?g=2592
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By Jennifer Nault, Communications Officer
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Good People Rock

https://vimeo.com/34428486
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“It was pretty intense, 
but an important 
story to tell,” says 
Matt. “The experience 
of filmmaking was 
high-pressure. No.  
It was pretty wild.”

Four creative LCC grads 
have jumped headfirst into filmmaking, and 
they’ve done it for a worthy cause. After three 
years in the making, director/producer Casey 
Cohen ’01, producer Matt Stotland ’01, film 
editor Alec Mathewson ’95, and executive 
producer Jonas Prupas ’01 are close to 
releasing their powerful documentary, aptly 
titled A Matter of  Time. 

Time is the pressing theme of  the film, 
which presents the story of  a gifted musician 
who is rushing to complete her first solo album 
while her mother is in the throes of  ALS. The 
musician, Kathryn Calder, has since dedicated 
the album in honour of  her late mother.

It was only “a matter of  time” before savvy 
business partners Casey and Matt – the film’s 
initiators who have run an entrepreneurial 
business (Yellow Bird Project) for several years 
– would break into the film industry. The duo 
maintained a close friendship after attending 
LCC together. Their bond stayed strong 
through their shared passion for seeing live 
music and alternative bands. 

They formed Yellow Bird Project in 2006, 
a “social enterprise and passion start-up,”  
says Matt. The business allows them to pursue 
their love of  music in a concrete way, and its 
signature enterprise involves creating and 
designing original T-shirts for bands, which 
integrate the bands’ own artistic designs. Sales 
profits are directed toward each bands’ charity 
of  choice.

“Yellow Bird Project is our springboard,” 
says Matt. Their business has moved into 
different creative ventures, but going into film 
has been the most exhilarating. LCC alumni 
came together to make A Matter of  Time 
through “circumstance, mutual connections, 
and irony, plus very high creative standards,” 
says editor Alec, who also works at LCC as  
the media integration specialist.

As Casey recounts, “In 2008, we 
approached Kathryn to design a T-shirt on 
behalf  of  her band, The New Pornographers. 
She assigned the proceeds to the ALS Society 
of  British Columbia. It was much later that  
I realized she had chosen to support that 
particular cause because her mother was 
battling the disease.”

Casey and Matt approached Kathryn to 
see whether she would be interested in making 
a documentary – merging her music with the 
very personal story around her mother’s illness 
and her own inward journey. Kathryn was  
shy and apprehensive, but agreed. 

“It was pretty intense, but an important 
story to tell,” says Matt. “The experience of  
filmmaking was high-pressure. No. It was pretty 
wild. We did it on a shoestring budget, just 
threw our own cash into it – we booked a huge 
concert hall, bought our plane tickets, and flew 
out to Vancouver to capture the story.”

Casey adds, “After travelling all over, 
interviewing authors, band members, and 
some of  the most well-respected ALS 
researchers in the field, we returned to 
Victoria, BC, to film an ALS Awareness 
Concert (featuring Kathryn Calder and other 
band members). We were able to capture a 
huge amount of  footage in just a few months, 
but it took some time to reach the stage  
that we're currently at.” Alec, who has been 
extremely busy editing the footage and 
working behind the scenes, bills the film as 
“Rockumentary meets ALS documentary.” 

“We’re in the thick of  post-production,” 
says Matt. “We’ve applied to have it screened 
at different film festivals this spring. Right now, 
we’re concentrating on finding the right home 
for it to premiere.”

01 KATHRYN CALDER  
AT LEFT ON THE PIANO
02 (L TO R)  
ALEC MATHEWSON '95,
KATHRYN CALDER,
MATT STOTLAND '01

ALL PHOTOS BY JENNA  
AND TRISTAN SHOULDICE.

02

01

http://www.lcc.ca
http://www.yellowbirdproject.com
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“We felt inspired by 
Kathryn’s story and 

compelled to share it 
in the hopes of raising 

awareness for this 
terrible disease.”

A Compassionate Eye
Q and A with Director Casey Cohen ’01

What was your inspiration for venturing 
into film—this film?
We felt inspired by Kathryn’s story and compelled 
to share it in the hopes of  raising awareness for 
this terrible disease. It’s a sad story, but it’s also 
incredibly inspiring.

What do you hope is conveyed about  
ALS and about coping with the care of   
a loved one?
This is a story of  an artist and her journey through 
grief. An artist who made a very difficult choice, 
who chose to make art out of  her own experi-
ence. During this tumultuous period, Kathryn 
wrote and recorded her first solo album. Many 
people have experienced the difficulty of  caring 
for a dying parent. Her story demonstrates how 
something as horrible as ALS can still bring the 
best out of  people. We want the film to bring 
hope to the victims of  ALS around the world 
and their families, so that they can feel that 
they’re not alone in this battle. We hope that  
it will raise more awareness. That, we believe,  
is the first step towards advocacy. 

What was it like working with Kathryn 
Calder on the film?
It was amazing. She’s a wonderful person with 
an incredible story, which took time for us to 
unravel. She’s been patient and committed.

When and where is the film is being  
premiered?
We haven't determined that yet, but we’re close. 
We’re in the process of  applying to various 
festivals as the film edges towards completion. 
Fingers crossed!

What is your fondest memory of  working 
on the project?
Surpassing our Kickstarter goal was quite a 
memorable occasion. To know that the movie 
was going to be possible because of  the contri-
butions from friends, family, and supporters  
who believed in the project. 

You say LCC has helped shape you. What 
are some of  your fondest memories of  
your time at LCC?
The friends I made, the sports teams I played 
on, and certain teachers who really encouraged 
me to live up to my potential. I was very  
fortunate to grow up and be nurtured in such  
a caring environment.

Do you have any memories of  LCC that 
connect to the creative process you’ve 
nurtured in your life and career?
As a student at LCC, I always took every opportu-
nity to submit film projects in classes where it 
was applicable. My goal was always for the class 
to enjoy them – and I think they did! We had a 
lot of  fun making those videos. I'm sure those 
VHS tapes still exist in a box somewhere at LCC.

01 (L TO R) CASEY COHEN '01,
MATT STOTLAND '01

01
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To improve accessibility to education to 
ensure deserving students are able to 
attend LCC. Approximately 16 per cent of 
our students receive some kind of financial 
award, and we would like that number to 
reach beyond 20 per cent. Alumni can have 
a significant impact by joining together 
and giving toward building our endowment. 
To date, alumni have responded well to the 
2014-2015 Fosbery Advantage Campaign 
by contributing $59,240 to the LCC 
Foundation. Read more about the 
endowment or make your gift today!

The Fosbery Society is made up of 
individuals who have committed to making 
a planned gift to support LCC (also known 
as a legacy gift). Most planned gifts come 

ERIC DAVID ’08
PLACES LCC IN PRIORITY POSITION Life shifts, but hockey is never far from 

Eric’s mind. Some LCC hockey triumphs are 
memory boosters: “Our championship hockey 
games in 2007 and 2008 are hockey legacy.  
I played defense, and got to be part of  those 
two consecutive winning years. We broke 
through this 19-year losing stretch. Coach 
LLano was amazing; he was really fired up!” 

Eric is just as fired up about giving back  
to LCC. “I was inspired to give (toward the 
bursary fund) on an annual basis because  
I have such strong memories of  LCC – and 
equally strong affiliations. I made so many 
genuine friends, especially in hockey, and  
we all remain super close. I work full-time,  
so I figure I can give back. It’s simple, really.  
I wanted to help a student have the same 
amazing experience I had.”

C
oach Kirk LLano remembers Eric 
David ’08 fondly – and enthusiastically. 
“He was one of  those truly involved 
kids who was always finding ways to 

engage at a high level at LCC. Even beyond 
football and hockey, he was very well-rounded 
in his co-curricular interests.”

Since graduating and studying finance at 
Concordia’s John Molson School of  Business, 
Eric has relocated to Ottawa, working for Costco’s 
head office in purchasing. He visits Montreal 
often, whether it is to play hockey in the LCC 
alumni league, or with the “Christmas Gathering 
of  Champions” organized by Coach LLano. 

in the form of a bequest in one’s will, but 
can also include other kinds of planned 
gifts, such as naming LCC as the beneficiary 
of a life insurance policy. Such gifts can 
have significant benefits for not only LCC 
but also for your estate. Just as important, 
planned gifts allow alumni to leave a 
lasting legacy.

We know that many alumni have 
named LCC as the recipient of a planned 
gift, and we want to recognize you. We  
will publish the names of the members of 
the Fosbery Society in the fall issue of the 
LION. If LCC is part of your long-term plan, 
please let us know and be sure to indicate 
how you wish your gift to be used – for 
example, to build the endowed bursary 
funds of the LCC Foundation. 

To let us know about your planned  
gift, or to join the Fosbery Society, please 
contact Kirk LLano (kllano@lcc.ca or call 
514-482-3880).

The Fosbery Advantage 
Campaign raises endowed  
funds for financial assistance.  
The goal is very clear:

http://www.lcc.ca
http://www.lcc.ca/uploaded/1_Publications/Advancement_2014_2015_Pub/LCC-PlannedGiving_FoundationBrochure_V4.pdf
http://www.lcc.ca/uploaded/1_Publications/Advancement_2014_2015_Pub/LCC-PlannedGiving_FoundationBrochure_V4.pdf
https://www.lcc.ca/page.cfm?p=881
mailto:kllano%40lcc.ca?subject=Fosbery%20Advantage
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By Jennifer Nault, Communications Officer

F
or the past 10 years, the Senior  
Boys Hockey team at LCC has been 
differentiating itself  from the pack 
by making a biennial European 

hockey tour that takes place during March 
Break. “There are many athletes whose main 

goal is to play for LCC because of  these unique 
trips, which serve to strengthen our hockey 
programme overall,” says Kirk LLano, Director 
of  Development and Alumni Engagement and 
the team’s head coach.

Coach LLano researches and organizes the 
trips (while most schools hire vacation booking 
agents for large excursions) and begins planning 
them over a year in advance. He has taken 
six teams on six different trips to 13 different 
countries since he came to LCC in 2003. 

This past March, while the team toured 
Croatia, Slovenia, and Northern Italy (including 
Venice and Verona), they did more than just 
take to the ice – they also enjoyed incredible 
cultural activities, recreational pursuits, and 
guided historical walking tours. The team also 
filmed parts of  their trip for posterity (and 
some laughs).

EUROPE ON ICE
A EUROPEAN MARCH BREAK 

FOR THE SENIOR 
BOYS HOCKEY TEAM

2005
Germany, France,

Switzerland

2007
France, Italy,
Switzerland

2009
Austria, Slovakia,

Czech Republic, Germany

2011
Russia, Austria

LION SPRING/SUMMER 201512
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Over 12 days, they played five organized 
exhibition games, winning two, losing one, and 
tying two. “This is not like North American-
style contact hockey,” says Coach LLano;  
“it is still fast-paced but as much a cultural 
education as it is a hockey game.” While 
touring new sites and cities, cultural education 
goes both ways: “We get noticed walking 
around – such as when we went to the market 
in Zagreb. You’ve got 20+ boys walking 
together with Canadian maple leafs on their 
jackets. We stand out.” 

While the players might be tempted to 
check out the nightlife and perhaps stay out 
too late, they show respect for their coach,  
and the school they are proud to represent,  
by following the rules. “In all these years,  
I’ve never even had a student miss curfew,” 
says their coach. 

2013
Denmark, Norway,

Sweden

2015
Croatia, Slovenia,

Italy

Europe Breakaway
Over the past 10 years, the 
Senior Boys Hockey team has 
been on six different trips 
to 13 different countries.

WWW.LCC.CA 13
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Throwback Thursday: Something to “Like”

 runchy, buttery, delicious! Does that sound like
 the perfect grilled cheese sandwich? That’s how
 LCC staff  member Andrea Burdman ’02, a self-
 admitted picky eater, remembers her favourite 
lunchtime treat from the school’s dining room, served when 
Chef  Alain Thirion was heading the kitchen from 1996 to 
2011. “I’d limit myself  to one sandwich, but the boys at my 
table would have many more. It was great!” Andrea also 
loved the “red Jello with whipped topping” that was often 
served for dessert.

Asked about his preferred meals from Chef  Alain, LCC 
science teacher Marc Shefler doesn’t hesitate: “The lamb 
stew. It had a unique, rich sauce, with mushrooms and curry.”

Memories of  a particularly well-liked (or even disliked) 
meal can endure for decades. Many of  the school’s 
earlier alumni and staff  have fond recollections of  the 
made-from-scratch cuisine routinely prepared by Chef  
Richard de Grandpré during his admirable 39-year career 
at the school (1956–1995). Satisfying and unpretentious, 

Since its introduction a year ago, the weekly Throwback 
Thursday (TBT) photo feature on the LCC Facebook page 
has been stirring up memories for alumni from across the 
decades. LCC Archivist Jane Martin aims to balance the 
choice of  school images from the 1970s or earlier with  
ones from more recent years.  

The newer TBT photos are often selected to link with 
current happenings at the school. The more vintage images 

provide a captivating glimpse of  times past that young 
alumni can scarcely imagine. 

For those of  you who have not yet joined the growing 
number of  TBT followers, we invite you to click on our 
gallery of  images to see what you have been missing. If  you 
have photos from your own LCC days that you would like to 
share, please send them for consideration to jmartin@lcc.ca.

C
the cuisine is remembered as a meat-and-potatoes regime 
enjoyed by the hungry male students of  that time.

In his published memoir of  life at LCC, longtime teacher 
Denys Heward ’64 rhapsodizes about Chef  de Grandpré’s 
generous platters of  roast beef, with gravy made from his own, 
long-simmering stock. “He created miracles with the food,” 
Denys recounts. “Lunches at LCC were better than many  
a home-cooked meal.”

LCC Head Librarian Maria Varvarikos, who will retire 
this June, was another fan of  Chef  de Grandpré’s dishes 
beyond the basic roast beef. She mentions his barbecued 
chicken (“tastier than any you would find in a restaurant”) 
and his “outstanding spaghetti with homemade meat sauce.” 
Both Ms. Varvarikos and Middle School Director Rob Tipney 
appreciated Chef  de Grandpré’s special Christmas fare, 
including “thick, tasty tourtière” made from his own, carefully 
guarded recipe; and staff  dinners of  turkey with all the fixings, 
with Baked Alaska for dessert. “The kitchen staff  paraded into 
the dining room, each carrying a turkey,” she recounts. “They 
were deposited in front of  designated teachers who had come 
prepared with their carving knives, and we had a feast!”

DINING ROOM

By Jane Martin, LCC Archivist

mailto:jmartin%40lcc.ca?subject=Throwback%20Thursday
http://www.lcc.ca/cf_media/index.cfm?t=1&g=2405
https://www.facebook.com/lowercanadacollege
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Craving a Contest? 
Now that your taste buds have been 

activated, we invite you to share your own 
special memories of dining at LCC – whether 
positive or negative. Do any particular menu 
items or dining experiences stand out, and 

why? Perhaps you remember the sticky 
butterscotch pudding that made your day,  

or how life suddenly brightened the year the 
salad bar was introduced. Please submit your 

responses for possible use in the Fall 2015 
LION. Just email your submissions to: 

jmartin@lcc.ca. Special prizes from the  
LCC Store will be awarded for the three  

best entries.

Want more than just a nostalgic taste of 
LCC’s food history? Foodies of all sorts 
will relish this modern-day glimpse of 
LCC in our new dining services video.

LEFT: ATHLETICS INSTRUCTORS 
AND COACHES
ca. 2005

FROM LOWER CANADA COOKS
ca. 1980s

http://www.lcc.ca
mailto:jmartin%40lcc.ca?subject=Food%20Memories
http://bit.ly/1ChjQcW
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BRANCHING OUT 

LIONfest Homecoming  
Weekend Update

Our LIONfest 2014 Homecoming Weekend took 
place on September 19−20. Bruce Jenkins ’64 
led the 50th reunion class and their return  
to Royal Avenue. Special thanks to the class 
agents who make this gathering so special by 
rallying their classmates to attend. The alumni 
soccer tournament on Saturday, September 20 
featured perfect weather and was played for  
the first time ever on the new Saputo Field 
synthetic turf, as well as the natural grass of   
the Dave Wood Field.
 The date for LIONfest 2015 is September 
25−26. All of  the classes with years ending in 
“0” or “5” will be reuniting. For more information 
about a class reunion or the event in general, 
contact Kirk LLano at kllano@lcc.ca or call 
514-482-3880.

01 BOSTON
 (L TO R) OLIVIA CUKIER ’02, 

NADEGE ROSCOE-RUMJAHN 
(WIFE OF MICHAEL MEE), 
MICHAEL MEE ’02 AND 
JENNIFER KIM ’98

02 BOSTON
 (L TO R) DAVID AZIZ ’07, 

CAROLINE WAGNER ’07, 
DENISE BONET (FRIEND OF 
CHRIS HONOS) AND CHRIS 
HONOS ’07

03 LIONFEST
 MEMBERS OF THE CLASS  

OF ’64

04 LIONFEST
 MEMBERS OF THE CLASS  

OF ’04

05 LIONFEST
 MEMBERS OF THE CLASS  

OF ’89

06 LIONFEST SOCCER   
 TOURNAMENT 
 MEMBERS OF TEAM GREEN 

COACHED BY BARRY 
ARMSTRONG

Young Alumni Pub Night
Pub night kicked off  the holidays at LCC  

on December 18. Over 100 alumni from 2005 
to 2014 joined current and former faculty for 
the fun and festive event.

Winterfest
Alumni from across North America enjoyed 

a fun and camaraderie-filled hockey weekend 
at our Winterfest tournament from January  
16 – 18. The Saturday luncheon was a hit, 
highlighted by Geoff  Kalil ’92 receiving the  
G. B. Maughan ’59 Memorial Award for his 
longtime commitment to LCC and alumni 
hockey.
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mailto:kllano%40lcc.ca?subject=LIONfest
http://www.lcc.ca/cf_media/index.cfm?g=2486
http://www.lcc.ca/cf_media/index.cfm?g=1310
http://www.lcc.ca/cf_media/index.cfm?g=2531
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Alumni Scotch-Tasting Event
The Alumni Executive Committee hosted  

a scotch-tasting event on February 11 at the 
Burgundy Lion Pub in Montreal. The event, 
animated by owner Toby Lyle ’94, drew 50 
alumni from the 1980s to 2012.

Boston
On February 25, over 20 alumni joined 

Headmaster Chris Shannon (Pre-U ’76), and 
Alumni Association Ambassador Vic Badian ’61 
at the Harvard Faculty Club for our alumni 
reception.
 

London
Basil Papachristidis ’61 graciously hosted 

our annual London alumni reception and 
dinner again this year at the Royal Ocean 
Racing Club. Alumni from three generations 
attended the event.

Upcoming Alumni  
Reunion Events

West Coast
The alumni reunions dates for Calgary and 
Vancouver are not yet confirmed, but are 
planned to take place in the second week  
of  June. Please consult the alumni section  
of  our website for updates.

07 LONDON
 (L TO R) ALEXANDRA 

ACHKAR ’06, SASHA 
MORIELLI (GUEST OF 
STEPHANIE MECHANIC), 
STEPHANIE MECHANIC ’05 
AND HEADMASTER 
CHRISTOPHER SHANNON 
(PRE-U ’76)

08 SCOTCH-TASTING EVENT
 (L TO R) MICHAEL DOUMET ’03, 

MARTIN DESJARDINS ’94, 
HANNY WASSEF ’94, TOBY 
LYLE ’94, TAREQ ALBADRI ’95 
AND BRUCE AITKEN ’95

09 WINTERFEST
 FORMER WINNERS OF THE  

G. B. MAUGHAN AWARD

10 WINTERFEST 
THE WEIR FAMILY (L TO R) 
WILDER ’00, WALLY AND 
WYATT ’04
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AT LCC:
THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
DIPLOMA PROGRAMME (IB DP)

Exciting University Offers Abound for the Pre-U Class of  2015
We are very proud to share the incredible success of  the Pre-University 
Class of  2015 (i.e., Grade 12 and IB DP) in gaining admission to a wide 
range of  universities. Our graduates have an impressive list of  potential 
university destinations from which to choose:

 
US

Boston University

Brandeis

Brigham Young University - Provo

Brigham Young University - Hawaii

Eugene Lang College

George Washington U

Georgia Tech

New York University (2)

Providence College

St. Lawrence University

Trinity College

University of California - Davis

University of California - Irvine

University of California - San Diego

University of Colorado Boulder

University of Miami (2)

CANADA

Acadia (3)

Carleton (2)

Dalhousie (3)

McMaster

Mt. Allison (2)

Queen's (10)

St. FX (7)

St. Mary's (2)

University of Calgary

University of Guelph (2)

University of Ottawa (5)

University of Toronto (5)

University of Toronto - Mississauga

University of Toronto - Scarborough

Western (6)

Western - Ivey AEO

Wilfrid Laurier

York

UK

Bristol University

City University London

Lancaster University

Loughborough University

Queen Mary University

University College London

University of Aberdeen

University of Bath

University of Dundee

University of Edinburgh

University of Exeter (2)

University of West England - Bristol

GRADE 12 (One-Year Pre-University Programme)

The International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme has numerous advantages:

The academically challenging and balanced 
programme of  education prepares students  
for success at university and life beyond. 

The programme has gained recognition and 
respect from the world’s leading universities.

Research shows that former IB DP students 
have experienced profound, long-term positive 
effects in the development of  international-
mindedness and a broader perspective on  
the world.

Enduring student outcomes include enhanced 
critical thinking, analytical and writing skills; 
and a strong aptitude for social engagement.

Learn more at: www.lcc.ca/ibdp

+

+

+

+

LCC became an authorized IB World School in 2013, 
making it the only English high school in the province  
of Quebec offering the IB DP — a two-year optional 
programme for students in grade 11 and Pre-University 
year (i.e., grade 12). This programme encourages 
students to become active, compassionate, visionary, 
lifelong learners, equipped with intercultural 
understanding to become tomorrow’s global leaders.

NOTE: Numbers in parentheses = Number of admission offers made by the university

http://www.lcc.ca/page.cfm?p=3134
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US

Bentley College

Boston University (2) 

Carnegie Mellon 

Columbia University 

Elon 

George Washington U (2) 

Hofstra

Miami University (Ohio) 

Middlebury College 

New York University (3) 

Northeastern (3) 

Northwestern (2) 

Penn State 

Rutgers 

Savannah College of Art & Design 

Syracuse University 

Tulane (2)

University of Arizona 

University of California - Berkeley 

University of California - Irvine

University of California - Los Angeles (3) 

University of California - San Diego (2)

University of California - Santa Barbara 

University of Colorado Boulder (2) 

University of Florida 

University of Hawaii - Manoa (2) 

University of Indiana (2)

University of Massachusetts - Amherst

University of Miami (3) 

University of Michigan (3) 

University of Minnesota 

University of Pennsylvania (3) 

University of Southern California (2) 

University of Texas - Austin 

University of Vermont 

University of Virginia 

Vanderbilt (2) 

CANADA

McGill (12)

Mt. Allison

Queen's (6)

Ryerson

University of British Columbia (4)

University of Ottawa (2)

University of Toronto (3)

Western (6)

Western - Ivey AEO (4)

UK 

Imperial College London

St. Andrew's 

University College London 

University of Bath 

University of Exeter 

University of Manchester 

University of Warwick 

University of West England - Bristol

IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME (Two-Year Pre-University Programme)

http://www.lcc.ca
mailto:advancement%40lcc.ca?subject=
http://www.lcc.ca
http://www.wearelcc.ca
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F 514 482 0195
www.lcc.ca

Students first • L’élève avant tout

Who better than a grad like you to truly understand the  
lasting benefits of having attended LCC? With its outstanding 
programmes and state-of-the-art facilities, you may be 
considering extending the benefits of an LCC education to your 
own child (or grandchild). Even if you reside outside of Montreal, 
sending your child to LCC is possible – and made much more 
accessible – through our new Homestay Programme, a unique 
partnership between LCC and Canada Homestay Network that 
offers safe and nurturing residencies for Senior School students.

If you are curious about our new Homestay Programme, other 
available options, or wish to learn more about the advantage  
of an LCC education, please contact the Admissions Office  
(admissions@lcc.ca, or call 514-482-0951).

SHINE IT FORWARD
Consider LCC for Your Child

“LCC is the reason I am where I am today.”
  – Michael Fitzsimmons ’09

mailto:admissions%40lcc.ca?subject=Homestay%20Programme
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/4090+Avenue+Royal,+Montréal,+QC+H4A+2M4/@45.4703651,-73.6236102,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x4cc910b4a7253ac1:0xd1d26f89c6b7a2cb

