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Recent research on the performance of students  
in the IB Diploma Programme

By 2014, more than 1 million International Baccalaureate (IB) students 

will have participated in the IB Diploma Programme, and more than 

120,000 Diploma Programme students will be entering university 

each year. IB students represent a broad range of nationalities from 

nearly 140 countries and re!ect diverse experiences and perspectives, 

which they apply to their learning in the Diploma Programme. These 

experiences, in combination with the emphasis on international-

mindedness and academic rigour of the Diploma Programme, provide 

students with a unique set of skills, attitudes and perspectives for success 

in university and life in the 21st century.



Academic strength of students and IB World Schools

Research con!rms IB students are prepared for university

EPIC !ndings

Key  cognitive  strategies

EPIC’s model of  
expectations for university 
EPIC identi!ed four main components  

for university preparedness.

Key  content  knowledge

Academic  behaviours  consist  largely  of  study  

Contextual  skills  and  awareness,  or  “campus  
knowledge”,  

“The IB standards demonstrate a very high degree of alignment with the Knowledge and 
Skills for University Success (KSUS) standards in all subject areas. In addition, many of the 
individual IB standards are at a level more advanced than entry-level college courses.”

David Conley and Terri Ward, Educational Policy Improvement Center, Eugene, Oregon, USA



Student performance measured by critical thinking,  
not rote memorization

  

“Curriculum-based achievement tests are the fairest and most e!ective 
assessments for college admissions and have important incentive or 
signaling e!ects for our K–12 schools as well: They help reinforce a rigorous 
academic curriculum and create better alignment of teaching, learning and 
assessment all along the pathway from high school to college.”

Richard C. Atkinson, president emeritus, University of California, and Saul Geiser, 
University of California, Berkeley, Center for Studies in Higher Education, Re!ections 
on a Century of College Admissions Tests, April 2009



Motivated and enthusiastic learners perform well and complete their degrees

students  in  university  is  consistent  for  IB  students  

Percentage of students graduating with a bachelor’s 
degree within six years

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) 
of National Center for Education Statistics, National Student 
Clearinghouse, IB analysis, based on data obtained for students taking 
exams in May 2000 and May 2001.

IB  diploma  were  strong  predictors  of  performance  in  

Percentage of students graduating with a bachelor’s 
degree in the University of California system within 
six years

Source: University of California O"ce of the President (UCOP) data, 
2000–2002, IB analysis.

Percentage of IB students graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree from the State University  
System of Florida

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS) 
of National Center for Education Statistics, National Student 
Clearinghouse, IB analysis, based on data obtained for students taking 
exams in May 2000 and May 2001.
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Universities around the world say IB students are ‘well prepared’

  
  



IB students are more engaged learners 

Levels of academic engagement  

Source: High School Student Engagement Among IB and Non-IB 
Students in the United States: A Comparison Study, a report by 
International Baccalaureate, and analysis of 2009 HSSSE Results, 
Center for Evaluation and Education Policy, Indiana University. 

Levels of social engagement  

Source: High School Student Engagement Among IB and Non-IB 
Students in the United States: A Comparison Study, a report by 
International Baccalaureate, and analysis of 2009 HSSSE Results, 
Center for Evaluation and Education Policy, Indiana University.
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“We’re looking for students who are engagers-- students who are maximizing 
opportunities in and out of the classroom. What’s very unique about IB is that through  
its curriculum it allows students to be able to satisfy the requirements of the types of 
students that we’re looking for.”

Dr Kedra Ishop, vice provost and director of admissions, University of Texas at Austin, USA

“IB students are terri"c learners. They’re 
inquisitive and don’t just question what 
they’re learning, but why.”

Martha Piper, former president,  
University of British Columbia, Canada



For more information on these "ndings and the latest research on IB 
student performance, visit the research section on the IB website, http://
www.ibo.org/research.
I


