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Head Lines / À la Une

Le LCC à travers
le Canada
Par Christopher Shannon (Pre-U ’76), directeur

Au Lower Canada College, nous encourageons nos élèves à intégrer la réflexion dans leur cheminement scolaire. Le
monde évolue à une très grande vitesse,
et nous ne prenons pas toujours le temps
de nous arrêter pour réfléchir. Or, il serait
bénéfique pour les élèves de ralentir et de
se questionner véritablement sur l’impact
de leurs études. Nous croyons qu’il s’agit
d’un élément très important du processus
d’apprentissage, plus particulièrement
dans le contexte de certains enjeux et
problèmes réels complexes auxquels nos
élèves sont confrontés.

LCC's Canada
Connection
By Christopher Shannon (Pre-U ’76), Headmaster

Thoughtful reflection is something we
promote in our LCC students’ school
experience. In this hyper-speed world,
the need for reflection is often not obvious. It requires students to slow down
and consider more deeply the impact
of their studies. We believe it’s a very
important part of the learning process,
especially considering some of the complex real-world issues and problems our
students grapple with.

A

s Canadians, I think we all
need to take more time to
simply sit back and think. We
should also take more pride
in our personal and collective
achievements. This year, we
recognize some notable anniversaries: Canada
marks 150 years of nationhood, Montreal celebrates 375 years, and LCC is now 108 years
young — well into our second century.
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“Today’s students
are a new
multicultural
generation of
hopeful problem
solvers who take
pride in Canada
within a global
context.”

E

n tant que Canadiens, je crois
qu’il est temps pour nous de faire
une pause et de réfléchir. Nous
devrions également reconnaître
avec davantage de fierté nos
accomplissements personnels et
collectifs. D’ailleurs, nous soulignons cette année
plusieurs anniversaires importants : le Canada
commémore les 150 ans de la Confédération,
Montréal célèbre ses 375 ans et LCC, ses 108
ans d’existence, entamant un deuxième
siècle d’activité.
Ce numéro du magazine LION s’intéresse
aux liens passés et présents de notre école avec
le Canada. Ainsi, nous portons notre regard sur
nos anciens élèves qui se sont démarqués par
leurs réalisations exceptionnelles envers leur
pays ainsi que sur les élèves qui ont fait valoir la
richesse et la diversité de la culture canadienne.
Nous ne jetons toutefois qu’un bref coup d’œil sur
la question. En raison de l’espace restreint qui est
disponible, il nous est impossible de rendre hommage à tous ceux qui ont contribué de manière
significative à la richesse de notre pays.

This issue of the LION focuses on the
school’s connections to Canada, both past
and present. We highlight alumni who have
distinguished themselves through exceptional
service to their country and students who have
immersed themselves in our country’s rich and
diverse culture. We recognize that this is merely
a snapshot. Space restrictions prevent us from
paying tribute to all those who have made significant contributions to our nation.
On the occasion of Canada’s birthday and
in this spirit of reflection, we take the opportunity to consider our common heritage and our
present and future challenges. Today’s students
are a new multicultural generation of hopeful problem solvers who take pride in Canada
within a global context. They’re competent,
idealistic and well equipped. But in the next
stages of their development they need practical
life experiences and, wherever possible, guidance and mentorship from our diverse alumni
community. We’re considering ways to make
this kind of sharing even stronger by initiating
a more formal LCC alumni mentorship program that will further enhance personal bonds
well beyond graduation. It’s a practical way for
our extended school community to commit to
excellence, in the spirit of Non Nobis Solum.
Canada is now producing more university
grads than ever before. Yet finding meaningful
employment is also harder than ever for these
young people. So reflect during this double
anniversary year and consider how you can
connect directly with your school and the
young alumni who are in need of guidance
and support.
We have much to celebrate in Canada.
Enjoy reading this issue and the interesting
stories that make LCC such a special place,
framed by Canadian core values and the unique
cultural vibe of Montreal. I hope it inspires you
to reflect on our common history and promising
future. If you haven’t connected directly with
the school, our students or young alumni in a
while, I hope you will be motivated to do so.

« Les élèves
d’aujourd’hui
forment une
nouvelle
génération
multiculturelle
soucieuse de
résoudre les
nombreux
problèmes qui
l’entourent et
fière de la position
du Canada
sur la scène
internationale. »

Au moment de célébrer l’anniversaire du
Canada et dans cet esprit de réflexion, nous
profitons de l’occasion pour songer à notre
patrimoine commun et examiner nos défis
présents et futurs. Les élèves d’aujourd’hui
forment une nouvelle génération multiculturelle,
soucieuse de résoudre les nombreux problèmes qui l’entourent, et fière de la position du
Canada sur la scène internationale. Ces élèves
sont compétents, idéalistes et bien outillés,
mais leur développement passe aussi par
l’expérience concrète et pratique de la vie. Ils
pourront bénéficier, le cas échéant, des conseils
et de l’encadrement de notre communauté
diversifiée d’anciens élèves. Nous envisageons
des façons de rendre ce genre de partage d’expériences encore plus bénéfique en instaurant
un programme officiel de mentorat des anciens
élèves de LCC, ce qui favorisera davantage les
liens personnels, et ce, bien au-delà de l’obtention du diplôme. Voilà donc pour notre communauté scolaire élargie une façon concrète
de viser l’excellence, dans l’esprit de Non Nobis
Solum (pas seulement pour nous-mêmes).
Le Canada compte aujourd’hui plus de
diplômés universitaires que jamais dans son
histoire. Pourtant, il n’aura jamais été aussi
difficile pour ces jeunes de décrocher un
emploi intéressant. La réflexion qui s’impose
donc à l’occasion de ces deux anniversaires
importants au pays est de déterminer
comment vous pouvez vous impliquer auprès
de votre école et des jeunes anciens qui ont
besoin de conseils et de soutien.
Il y a tant à célébrer au Canada! Laissezvous inspirer par la lecture de ce magazine et
de toutes ces histoires qui font de LCC un lieu
si spécial, imprégné des valeurs fondamentales
du Canada et de l’atmosphère culturelle unique
de Montréal. Je souhaite que cette lecture vous
porte à réfléchir à notre histoire commune et
à notre avenir prometteur. Si vous ne vous êtes
pas impliqués auprès de l’école, de nos élèves
ou de jeunes anciens depuis un moment,
j’espère que vous serez motivé à le faire.

WWW.LCC.CA
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Distinguished
Alumni
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BACKGROUND LCC 1909
PHOTO COURTESY OF
MCCORD MUSEUM

By Dana Kobernick, LCC Communications Specialist & Jane Martin, LCC Archivist

MANY OF LCC’S ACCOMPLISHED GRADUATES HAVE MADE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO CANADA. SOME HAVE
BEEN TRUE NATION-BUILDERS AND OTHERS ARE KNOWN
NATIONALLY AND GLOBALLY FOR THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS
IN A VARIETY OF FIELDS. TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION
THEM ALL, HERE ARE JUST A FEW EXAMPLES OF ALUMNI
WHO HAVE DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES.

WWW.LCC.CA
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Distinguished Alumni

Davidson Dunton (LCC 1928)

Sydney Pierce (LCC 1918)

Sydney Pierce was a celebrated diplomat and spokesman for Canada.
For nearly 30 years, he served as ambassador to
Mexico, Brazil, Belgium, and Luxembourg, and was
Deputy High Commissioner to the UK. Appointed as
a Companion of the Order of Canada in 1973, he is
recognized as Canada’s first-ever Jewish ambassador.
In 1959, he was chief negotiator for Canada in
establishing the important General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). From 1960–1965, he
was Canadian Ambassador to the European Union.
As a young man, Sydney Pierce competed as
a hurdler for Canada at the 1924 Paris Olympics.
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First full-time chairman of the CBC, Davidson
Dunton played a starring role in Canadian affairs
throughout his life.
Mr. Dunton is best remembered as the father
of national television in Canada. He led the CBC
in the 1950s, promoting its objectives and fostering
success of cross-country transmission. Before that,
he was a seasoned communicator who headed the
federal Wartime Information Board during WWII.
Mr. Dunton went on to serve as Carleton
University president for 14 years, during which
he was appointed co-chairman of the Royal
Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism,
which profoundly affected Canada’s language policies. In 1970, he was named a Companion of the
Order of Canada and from 1972 he was director
of the Institute of Canadian Studies at Carleton.

E.L.M. “Tommy” Burns
(LCC 1915)

E.L.M. “Tommy” Burns was a high-ranking
Canadian military officer and federal government minister.
A distinguished and decorated former
military leader, Lt.-Gen. Burns went from LCC
to the Royal Military College and was commissioned in the Royal Canadian Engineers.
During the First War he served in France
(including at Vimy Ridge), was wounded
and won the Military Cross. In WWII he held
divisional commands before leading the First
Canadian Corps in Italy and received the
Distinguished Service Order.
He served Canada as deputy minister in
the Veterans Affairs department in the 1950s
and became a Canadian delegate to the United
Nations, later commanding emergency peacekeeping forces in the Suez. He was made a
Companion of the Order of Canada in 1967.

Distinguished Alumni

Brooke Claxton (LCC 1915)

As a prominent federal cabinet minister,
Brooke Claxton had an influential role
in Canadian 20th century public life.
Following military service in France in
the First World War, his greatest accomplishments were on the national stage. Originally
a lawyer, he was active in federal politics from
1940 to 1954. Mr. Claxton served as Canada’s
first Minister of National Health and Welfare
and introduced the “baby bonus” program
of family allowances. Later as Minister of
National Defence, he helped shape Cold War
policy and oversee Canada’s participation
in the Korean War.
Brooke Claxton’s memory lives on at
LCC. He served as the first board chairman
(1925–1934) and was a leading figure in the
alumni association. He is known to all LCC
students as the figurehead for Claxton house.

George Ignatieff (LCC 1930)

The son of a high-placed Russian aristocrat who
fled the Bolshevik Revolution, George Ignatieff
was a key figure in Canadian diplomacy and international relations for nearly half a century.
During WWII, he served as personal assistant
to Canadian High Commissioner Vincent Massey
in Great Britain, and as Canadian delegate to the
International Red Cross. Post-war, he was Canadian
ambassador to Yugoslavia, permanent representative to NATO, and ambassador to the United Nations
(including service as Security Council President
from 1968 –1969). He was made a Companion of
the Order of Canada in 1973. Mr. Ignatieff was a
strong proponent of an international nuclear test
ban, and in 1984 was appointed Ambassador for
Disarmament by Canada. He later served as provost
of the University of Toronto’s Trinity College and
as chancellor of the University of Toronto.

WWW.LCC.CA
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Distinguished Alumni

Dr. Victor Goldbloom ’39

Dr. Victor Goldbloom was a distinguished pediatrician, politician and community leader who devoted
his public career to improving social conditions
and alleviating disparities affecting minorities
in Canada.
He fostered harmony between the French and
English, federalists and sovereignists, Christians
and Jews, and led significant advances in Canadian
public health and environment policy. Dr. Goldbloom
was president and CEO of the Canadian Council
of Christians and Jews and the Official Language
Commissioner of Canada in 1990. In 2000, he
became a Companion of the Order of Canada —
the country’s highest distinction.

Jeremy Kinsman ’58

A former Canadian diplomat, Jeremy Kinsman
held high-level positions in Canada’s foreign
service for the better part of 40 years.
He was the Canadian ambassador in
Moscow and Rome, High Commissioner in
London, Ambassador to the EU in Brussels,
and Deputy Permanent Representative to the
UN. Today, Mr. Kinsman continues to share his
experience and expertise at several universities,
including Ryerson University in Toronto, where
he gives public talks.

Dr. Willard Boyle ’41

Known for a lifetime of innovative scientific achievements,
Dr. Willard Boyle was a Canadian physicist and co-inventor
of the charge-coupled device (CCD), which enabled a revolution
in the way information and images are stored and transmitted.
Dr. Boyle was inducted into the Canadian Science and
Engineering Hall of Fame in 2005 and was made a Companion
of the Order of Canada in 2010.
Most notably, Dr. Boyle and his partner George Smith
were honoured with the Nobel Prize in Physics in 2009.
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Distinguished Faculty

Wade Davis ’70

A Canadian anthropologist, author, photographer,
and National Geographic Society explorer-inresidence, Wade Davis has been described as
“a rare combination of scientist, scholar, poet
and passionate defender of all of life’s diversity.”
In 2009, Mr. Davis was awarded the Gold
Medal by the Royal Canadian Geographical
Society for his extensive ethnographic fieldwork
and his contribution to the study of indigenous
cultures. He was also appointed to the Order of
Canada for his work on promoting conservation
of the natural world.
PHOTO COURTESY OF XANDRA URIBE

ABOVE HUGH
MACLENNAN
AT LCC, 1939.

Gord Nixon ’74

As the former CEO of Royal Bank
of Canada and current Chairman
of the Board of Bell Canada
Enterprises, Gord Nixon has been
a pillar of the Canadian business
community.
In recognition of his service
to the country and community,
Mr. Nixon was awarded the Order
of Canada, the Order of Ontario
and was inducted into the Canadian
Business Hall of Fame. He also
received Canada’s Outstanding
CEO of the Year Award and the
Canadian Business Leader Award.

Hugh MacLennan

Hugh MacLennan, who once taught at
LCC, was one of Canada’s greatest 20th
century writers.
A novelist who explored the nature
of our national character, he was also an
essayist and later university professor. Mr.
MacLennan won the Governor General’s
Award three times for fiction and twice for
nonfiction. While teaching at LCC during
the day from 1935–1945, he wrote his first
successful novel, Barometer Rising, in the
evenings. His later novel Two Solitudes,
about the tensions between English and
French Canada, assured him lasting
literary fame. He was awarded the Order
of Canada in 1967.
WWW.LCC.CA
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DID YOU KNOW?
By Jane Martin, LCC Archivist

1

World War I Service and the Memorial Gym
“…the most glorious day in the history of the School.”
— LCC Founder and Headmaster C.S. Fosbery

By the end of WWI, over 300 former LCC students had
served Canada in uniform, many of them on the battleground, and 31 had died. The Memorial Gym was built
to honour the memory of those who made the ultimate
sacrifice, with funds for construction provided by the
former Old Boys Association with participation from
the LCC community. The gym was officially opened
on February 17, 1922 by Lord Byng of Vimy, Governor
General of Canada. Many former students had served
under him in France, when, as Lt.-Gen. Sir Julian Byng,
he commanded Canadian troops in major engagements,
including Vimy Ridge.

RIGHT MEMORIAL GYM
ENTRANCE ON ROYAL
AVENUE, 2006.
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LCC ALUMNI HAVE A LENGTHY HISTORY
OF SERVICE TO CANADA

2

ABOVE CEREMONIES
OPENING LCC’S MEMORIAL
LIBRARY ON NOVEMBER 4,
1949. VISCOUNT
ALEXANDER OF TUNIS AND
HIS WIFE AT FAR RIGHT.

World War II Service and the Memorial Library
By the end of the Second World War in 1945, over 500 LCC
alumni and staff had served in the armed forces of Canada or
Great Britain, and at least 44 are known to have lost their lives
in uniform.
Lt.-Gen. E.L.M. “Tommy” Burns (LCC 1915) commanded
the Canadian Corps in the Italian campaign. Three local units of
the Canadian Army were commanded by former LCC students:
the Black Watch, the Royal Montreal Regiment, and the 17th
Duke of York Royal Montreal Hussars. On the home front, Brooke
Claxton (LCC 1915) served in the wartime cabinet of Prime
Minister Mackenzie King, and A. Davidson Dunton (LCC 1928)
acted as general manager of the Wartime Information Board.
In 1949, a mirror inscribed with the names of the fallen was
unveiled at the opening of a new Memorial Library at the school
by Viscount Alexander of Tunis, Governor General of Canada.

WWW.LCC.CA
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT ROMÉO
LEBLANC (AT CENTRE OF PHOTO)
ON FOUNDER’S DAY 1996.
THE EARL OF ATHLONE AND HIS WIFE
ARRIVE FOR FOUNDER’S DAY 1943.
LORD TWEEDSMUIR (FAR LEFT) WITH
HEADMASTER V.C. WANSBROUGH
AT FOUNDER’S DAY 1947.

LCC HAS HOSTED PERSONAL VISITS FROM
11 DIFFERENT GOVERNORS GENERAL OF CANADA

3

Visiting Governors General of Canada:
A Record Second to None
Over its history, LCC has had the distinction
of hosting personal visits from 11 different
Governors General of Canada at special events
at the school. The tradition began in 1910, when
Earl Grey was guest of honour at LCC’s first-ever
Prize Giving, held at Stanley Hall downtown.
In 1918, the Duke of Devonshire, accompanied by the Duchess, presented prizes at
Speech Day in the Dining Hall.
Lord Byng of Vimy was present in
1922 at the dedication of the school’s newly
constructed Memorial Gym and unveiled the
memorial tablet of alumni who died in military
service during WWI.
Viscount Willingdon attended Speech
Day in 1927, and the Earl of Bessborough paid
a formal visit in 1932, addressing students and
observing a gymnastics display.
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Lord Tweedsmuir, attired in top hat
and tails, was the first Governor General to
be photographed while visiting the school. He
was guest of honour at Founder’s Day in 1937,
held on the playing field. The Earl of Athlone,
accompanied by his wife, the Princess Alice,
was welcomed at Founder’s Day in 1943.
In 1949, Viscount Alexander of Tunis
unveiled the school’s WWII memorial at the
opening of the new Memorial Library, attended
by an estimated 1,000 guests.
The first Canadian-born Governor General,
Vincent Massey, was a special guest at Speech
Night in 1955. In 1966, Founder’s Day was held
on the outdoor rink, with Georges Vanier and
Mme Vanier in attendance.
Our most recent visit by a Governor
General was in 1996, when Roméo LeBlanc
was present at Founder’s Day in June, held in
a huge white tent on our playing field.

5

Canada’s Centenary at LCC:
Grade 8 History Project 1967

4

Former Canadian Prime Minister at LCC
Former Prime Minister Paul Martin delivered the keynote address at the 2013 Destiny Quebec Global Issues
Conference, where the focus was on the changing paradigm in the global economy. He insisted upon having an
interactive format which included a short presentation
followed by a dialogue with the students.

For Canada’s 100-year birthday in 1967, a special history
project was presented in November by the grade 8 class,
as part of the school’s annual Speech Night program. The
students had prepared a script that was illustrated with the
help of a large map of Canada wired with strategicallyplaced electric light bulbs. When an important historic site
was mentioned, the bulb at that location on the map would
illuminate. In addition, each time a significant event in
Canada’s history was described, a slide would be projected
on the wall.

6

What else happened at LCC during
Canada's centennial year in 1967?
Our headmaster since 1945, Dr. D.S. Penton was
awarded the Centennial Medal in recognition
of valuable services to the nation.
The LCC Board endorsed a search committee recommendation to offer the position of headmaster
to Geoffrey Merrill, Junior School director, upon
Dr. Penton’s forthcoming retirement.
Dave Wood was appointed Junior School director
in place of Geoff Merrill.
A student musical revue entitled A Short
History of LCC was staged at the parish house
of St. Columba’s Church.

ABOVE VINCENT
MASSEY AT LCC
SPEECH NIGHT 1955.
LEFT HEADMASTER
D.S. PENTON REVIEWS
LCC CADETS, 1940S.

WWW.LCC.CA
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OUR
CONNECTIONS TO

CANADA
By Scott Brownlee, LCC Communications Officer & Dana Kobernick, LCC Communications Specialist

THROUGH TRIPS, ACTIVITIES,
PROGRAMS AND COMPETITIONS,
LCC STUDENTS ARE LEARNING
ABOUT THE HERITAGE, CULTURES,
GEOGRAPHY AND PEOPLE OF
OUR COUNTRY ON A DAILY BASIS.
HERE ARE A FEW EXAMPLES:

WWW.LCC.CA
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LCC & ROUND SQUARE

R

ound Square is a worldwide association of
180 schools in 50 countries that encourages
students to push beyond academic excellence
to discover and develop their full potential. As
Round Square members, LCC students participate
in regional and international exchange programs,
educational conferences and forums, and community
service projects in Canada and across the globe.
Pre-conference collaboration with other
Canadian schools is usually part of any trip to a
Round Square Conference. During that time, LCC
students meet up with other Canadian students and
spend a few days with them, learning about their
schools and programs.

CANADIAN ACCREDITED
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
SHAPING THE FUTURE OF EDUCATION

“push beyond
academic
excellence to
discover and
develop their
full potential”
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L

CC’s affiliation with CAIS, a community
of independent schools, means that our
students enjoy a variety of leadership and
athletic opportunities throughout the year. Focused
on encouraging growth and positive engagement
outside the classroom, Middle and Senior School
students attend annual leadership conferences held
across the country. These are occasions for students
to exchange ideas and views with their peers from
different provinces, as well as engage in sporting
events. Membership with CAIS also allows LCC
faculty and staff to connect with and learn from
their Canadian colleagues, providing invaluable
opportunities to share best practices.

THE ROUND SQUARE
INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE COMES
TO LCC IN 2018

DESTINY QUEBEC
GLOBAL ISSUES
CONFERENCE

I

nitially conceived in 1998 as a forum to discuss
the challenges facing today’s youth and the future
of Quebec, Destiny Quebec is a student-run
conference where Montreal students gather at LCC
to discuss a variety of world issues. Over the years,
renowned Canadian figures have shared their experiences and perspectives with participants, including
Marc Garneau, current federal Minister of Transport
and former astronaut, Paul Martin, former Canadian
prime minister, Justin Trudeau, years before he
became Canada’s 23rd prime minister, and Jean
Charest, former Quebec premier.

IT’S ALL UP FOR DEBATE

W

ith compelling arguments, our top debaters compete with students from across the
country in several annual national events.
Travelling to different Canadian cities, LCC
students participate in the annual Junior and
Senior National Debating Championships and have
captured many awards. Each year, they also attend
the National Debating Seminar organized by the
Canadian Student Debating Federation and funded,
in part, by Heritage Canada as a cultural student
event. A non-competitive, bilingual activity, the
seminar teaches students about the art of debating
and provides an opportunity for cultural exchanges.

“encouraging
growth & positive
engagement
outside the
classroom”

In 2018, the Round Square
International Conference
will take place right here
in Canada at LCC! Along
with two other Canadian
schools, Appleby College
and Ashbury College,
LCC will host hundreds of
students and educators
from around the world who
will come to our school
for an action-packed week
of discussions, keynote
speakers, workshops,
cultural visits, community
service and adventure
activities.

2050 PROJECT
WORKING TOWARD
A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

I

magining a world in the year 2050 when
the population is projected to reach 9.7
billion, students were asked to develop
creative solutions to make Canada and the
world a more sustainable place. Six LCC
students headed to the Banff Centre for Arts
and Creativity to pitch their idea at a conference initiated by James Cross, Director of the
College of Discovery, Creativity and Innovation
at the University of Calgary, and hosted by
Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School. Our students
presented this unique concept: a sustainable
design learning centre built on an LCC-owned
plot of land in Rigaud, QC.
According to the current plan, the centre
would serve as a hub, providing researchers,

“creative
solutions to
make Canada
and the
world a more
sustainable
place”

professionals and other community members
with a space to build projects around sustainable design and share their passion for innovation with others. To make sustainable design
a fun and memorable experience for youth,
it would also feature various types of labs,
including a food lab, material processing lab
and fabrication lab. The goal would be for the
centre to be a net-zero entity, generating
its own power and food.
LCC students believe that one of the
major issues we face is creating mass appeal
for sustainable living, which is necessary if we
are to make meaningful changes by 2050. This
centre would act as a mechanism for change
among future generations of innovators.
Students benefited from the input of the
conference mentors, including PhD candidates

and entrepreneurs, who helped refine and further develop their ideas. Three other Canadian
schools were represented, allowing our students to forge valuable relationships with their
peers and learn the true value of communication and collaboration.
The plan continues to evolve. The next
step: proposing the idea to the school administration so that the concept becomes reality!

LCC STUDENTS LEARN WHAT
IT MEANS TO GO THROUGH

CONSTITUTIONAL
NEGOTIATIONS

F

ocusing primarily on the failures of
the Meech Lake and Charlottetown
Accords, LCC Pre-University students
were tasked with taking on the parliamentary
roles of prime minister and provincial and
territorial leaders. Their imaginary goal was a
referendum in the Canadian Senate that would
include Quebec and the aboriginal peoples of
Canada as signatories.
After three days of debate and negotiation, the students reached an agreement that
effectively represented the interests of their
regions, while honouring Canada’s constitution
and working for the greater good.

TRAVELLING
THE COUNTRY

“understanding
of our country’s
rich cultural
diversity”

A

t one point or another, LCC students
pack their bags and set off to see and
experience different parts of Quebec
and Canada. Not only is the travel a memorable
experience, they also gain a better understanding
of our country’s rich cultural diversity.
Students in grades 4, 5 and 6 enjoy class trips
including to Camp Minogami, Orford, Quebec
City and Le Centre Écologique de Port-auSaumon in the heart of the Charlevoix region.
As an introduction to their high school
years, grade 7 students enjoy a stay at Camp
Nominingue in the Laurentians.
As part of the Duke of Edinburgh Award
program, students participate in bronze, silver
and gold trips both within Canada and abroad.
They also explore their own backyard on
camping trips or dog sledding and snowshoeing excursions.
Athletic tournaments serve as an opportunity
for our basketball, soccer, hockey and baseball teams to gather with other students from
Canadian schools in different Canadian cities
throughout the year.
LCC’s bands give performances in other cities
such as Ottawa, London and Toronto.
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ICI ON PARLE

Sous la bannière du thème de cette
année: “Notre diversité culturelle,
un monde à découvrir”, les élèves
de l’école primaire étudient la
géographie, l’histoire, la littérature,
les langues officielles et la culture
du Canada, et ce, par l’entremise
de diverses activités et projets
spéciaux tout en élargissant leurs
connaissances sur leur beau pays.
Voici un aperçu de ce qui se passe
dans les classes de français
de l’école primaire.
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Le Lower Canada
College participe
à la Dictée P.G.L.
chaque année. Ce
projet éducatif a été
mis en place en 1991
au Canada et dans
le monde. Il cherche
à sensibiliser les
jeunes, de manière
ludique, aux enjeux
du monde qui les
entoure (coopération internationale,
respect, solidarité,
préservation de
l’environnement) et
à améliorer l’usage
et la maitrise de la
langue française.

M

1

Les élèves de la
maternelle visitent
tous les ans le Zoo
Ecomuseum et y
découvrent des
dizaines d’animaux
indigènes vivant
dans la vallée
du St-Laurent.
À l’automne, nous
apprenons le « Ô
Canada » et participons pour la
première fois à la
cérémonie du Jour
du Souvenir. De plus,
nous cuisinons un
dessert aux pommes et partageons
le traditionnel repas
de l’Action de Grâce.
Tout au long de
l’année nous découvrons avec émerveillement les quatre
saisons.

En première année,
nous étudions les
provinces ainsi que
les territoires. Nous
explorons plusieurs
thèmes reliés à
notre beau pays:
les vergers québécois, la cabane à
sucre et les quatre
saisons. De plus,
nous découvrons
plusieurs auteurs
canadiens, dont
Mélanie Watt, Gilles
Tibo, Élise Gravel et
Dominique Demers.

Par Marjolaine Cayouette,
Coordonnatrice et enseignante de français
au primaire et représentante au QAIS

2

3

4

5

6

Les élèves de
deuxième année
ont conçu leur
arbre généalogique
et l'ont partagé
avec leurs pairs et
leur enseignante
des informations
intéressantes sur les
générations qui les
ont précédés. Une
activité qui regorge
de culture et de faits
intéressants sur les
différentes origines
des aïeux de nos
jeunes Canadiens !

Les élèves de
troisième année
ont fait un projet portant sur l’école
du passé. Grâce à
leurs recherches,
les élèves ont pu se
mettre dans la peau
des enfants canadiens allant à l’école
au début du 20e
siècle. Ils ont appris
sur leur façon de se
vêtir, de se nourrir,
les règles de l’école,
le matériel utilisé et
bien plus. Ils ont pu
se rendre compte
comment notre école
au Canada avait
évolué et combien
la vie est plus facile
maintenant !

Les élèves de
quatrième année
ont découvert
en mai, les légendes
canadiennes. De
Rose Latulipe, en
passant par Alexis
le trotteur, le géant
Beaupré et Les Ours
des montagnes, les
élèves ont etudié
diverses légendes
franco-canadiennes
et amérindiennes.
Grâce à celles-ci, les
enfants en ont appris
plus sur les premiers
habitants du Canada.

Les élèves de
cinquième année
ont découvert plusieurs auteurs canadiens, dont Maryse
Peyskens en lisant
L’école des gars et
Camille Bouchard,
Cauchemar en
Éthiopie. À travers
les sciences, ils
ont eu la chance
d’approfondir leurs
connaissances sur
les différents types
de roches que l’on
retrouve au Canada.

Au mois de septembre
dernier, les élèves de
sixième année ont fait
un voyage à Charlevoix
et à Tadoussac où ils
ont pu observer différents mammifères
marins tels que le béluga, le phoque et le rorqual bleu. De plus, ils
ont appris l’importance
de protéger ces
animaux fascinants
et ont découvert que
le Fleuve St-Laurent
est une « autoroute
marine » majeure au
Canada utilisée pour
le transport de toutes
sortes de marchandises. En soirée, lors du
feu de camp, nos jeunes
explorateurs ont aussi
été initiés à plusieurs
contes québécois.
WWW.LCC.CA
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ICI ON
PARLE
FRANÇAIS !
Par Caroline Hétu,
Chef du département des langues modernes

Pour développer davantage
le bilinguisme à notre école,
nous avons établi qu’en 7e
et 8e année, les cours de
géographie, d’histoire et
de science se donneraient
entièrement en français
en plus de leur offrir des
programmes de français
langue d’enseignement.
Ces cours accueillent des
élèves désireux de parfaire
leur deuxième langue
et de relever des défis
de taille. Les élèves du
deuxième cycle, pour leur
part, peuvent bénéficier
de cours leur permettant
de développer leurs
connaissances sur l’histoire
de la littérature francophone
au Québec et dans le
reste du Canada. Tous les
élèves, à un moment ou à
un autre, seront sollicités
pour participer à différents
concours pancanadiens dans
les deux langues officielles
du Canada tout au long
de leur passage à LCC.
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À titre d’exemples,
DICTÉE P.G.L.
Cette année, pour
souligner le 150e
anniversaire du
Canada, la Fondation
Paul Gérin-Lajoie a
organisé un concours
de création littéraire
offert à toutes les
écoles du Québec.
Parce qu’aux yeux
de cette Fondation,
Lower Canada
College est le parfait
exemple d’une école
bilingue, nous avons
eu la chance d’être
invités au lancement
de ce concours au
Marché Jean-Talon
au mois d’octobre
dernier. Ce concours
a fait voyager
virtuellement nos
jeunes et ils se sont
appliqués à produire
des textes en français
de grande qualité !

LA SEMAINE DE
LA FRANCOPHONIE
Le Canada fait partie
de la grande famille des
pays de la francophonie !
En ce sens, tous les ans,
pendant une semaine,
nous explorons toute
la richesse de la langue
française au Canada.
Les arts, la littérature,
la musique, les
rencontres avec de
grands explorateurs
ne sont que quelques
exemples d’activités
stimulantes pour
célébrer le français!
Nous mettons de l’avant
les réalisations des
jeunes et honorons leur
adhésion à ce qui rend
notre pays unique;
le bilinguisme !

LES VOIX DE LA
POÉSIE/POETRY
IN VOICE
Il existe au Canada un
concours de poésie
qui permet à tous les
jeunes de 15 ans et plus
d’expérimenter l’art de
l’expression lyrique.
Ce concours se nomme
Les Voix de la poésie/
Poetry in Voice. Cette
année, de SaintJean, Terre-Neuve à
Vancouver, ColombieBritannique, les élèves
ont approfondi leurs
connaissances sur les
poètes canadiens pour
souligner les 150 ans
de notre beau pays.
Ce fut une incursion
dans notre culture, une
adhésion à nos valeurs
de bilinguisme.
Cette année, pour la première
fois de son histoire, LCC
s’est qualifié pour la Grande
finale à Vancouver. En effet,
Alyssa Howard ’17 nous
a dignement représentés
en remportant la deuxième
place au Canada.

ON FEBRUARY
15, 2017,
CANADA LOST
A NATIONAL
TREASURE.

REMEMBERING

STUART MCLEAN ’65
By Dana Kobernick, LCC Communications Specialist

L

CC alumnus Stuart McLean was a Canadian
broadcaster, humorist and award-winning author,
best known as host of the CBC Radio program,
The Vinyl Café. He endeared himself to audiences
with his understated humour and storytelling, both on-air,
before live audiences, and in his writing.
Among the many accolades and awards he received
throughout his lifetime, Stuart was named an officer of
the Order of Canada “for his contributions to Canadian
culture as a storyteller and broadcaster, as well as for his
many charitable activities.”
Over the years, Stuart maintained contact with his
alma mater and years after graduating from LCC, returned
to the school on a number of occasions. In the 1990s, when
English Department Head Brian Moore heard Stuart on
CBC’s Morningside show talking about how he had been
cut from the Junior School hockey team, Brian asked him
back to the school, an invitation he readily accepted. Brian
ceremoniously presented him with an LCC jersey with

his name on it and made him an honorary member of the
Peewee hockey team.
Stuart returned for the LCC Speakers’ Series in 2001
and visited again when he was selected as the LCC Reads
author in 2009. At that time, Stuart offered an animated and
hilarious reading from a collection of stories recently compiled. He also made sure to deliver an important message
to the students: that they all mattered, that they all possessed
potential, and that they needed to stick with things, especially
their personal passions.
More recently, Stuart returned to the school to be
honoured with LCC’s Non Nobis Solum Award, presented
to an LCC alumnus who has made a significant contribution
to society.
Stuart will be missed — at LCC and in cities and towns
across the country.
ABOVE STUART MCLEAN RECEIVES THE NON NOBIS SOLUM AWARD IN
SEPTEMBER 2015. BELOW STUART MCLEAN AND THE LCC READS COMMITTEE
IN 2009.

LCC ART TEACHER CAROL LOEB

Painting Her Way
Across Canada
By Dana Kobernick, LCC Communications Specialist
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F

or Carol Loeb, inspiration resulted from a long spell of dreary, rainy
weather while travelling to the Charlevoix in Quebec. Discouraged from
enjoying the beautiful countryside that characterizes the region, she
was forced to take in the scenery from inside her car. While driving, she
heard this call to action on the radio: “What are you doing to celebrate Canada’s
150th birthday?” The idea began to germinate: just like the Group of Seven
did 100 years earlier, she would travel across Canada, from Newfoundland to
British Columbia. While the Group of Seven artists rode the train, Carol would
drive along the Trans-Canada Highway, stopping every 150 kilometres to find
subjects for a series of paintings.
She began snapping photos in the rain and her attention was captured
by the pattern created by water-filled tire tracks. Carol chose this subject for
her first piece, Roadside. And so, with her friend and fellow art teacher Alison
Grapes joining the project, Trans-Canada X Two took shape, with each artist committing to produce 52 paintings that would provide a historical, visual
record of the Canadian landscape.
With a clearly marked map identifying 150-kilometre intervals, Carol did
some travelling last summer. She will hit the road again in July, first heading
west to Victoria and, after a short break back home in Montreal, will start out
toward Nova Scotia. “This initially began as a small-scale project, but it has
since exploded into something much greater,” Carol says. “My hope is to solicit
the participation of Canadian artists of all ages, from coast to coast, to provide
their own artistic interpretations of the landscapes at the various mile markers
along the highway.”
The project officially launches on July 1, at the Arta Gallery in Toronto,
with the pieces that Carol and Alison will have done to date on display. One
year later, on the same date and at the same gallery, the final exhibition will be
held. It will include the works of other artists that will be shown digitally due
to space constraints and to allow for maximum participation. Recognizing how
challenging it can be for developing artists to find venues to exhibit their work,
Carol sees this as a great opportunity to gain exposure.
As art teachers, both Carol and Alison believe that arts education is vital.
As such, a portion of all sales will be directed to several charities that promote visual art and support emerging artists. “The charitable organizations
that we are selecting focus on at-risk youth,” Carol says. “The goal is to allow
young people to pursue visual arts and help them become positive contributors to society.”
Carol has been humbled by the support and encouragement that she has
received from family, friends and colleagues who have lent a hand by building
the website, translating its content into French, designing T-shirts, distributing
promotional materials or simply spreading the word. She has also learned a
great deal about herself as an artist and her process, and about her country.
“If you just stop and look around, you will be absolutely amazed at what is
there,” she says. “The subject matter for a painting isn’t necessarily obvious at
first. It may not be a grand vista normally associated with landscape painting,
but there is such beauty in the ordinary.”

For more information about
the Trans-Canada X Two Project
and how to participate:
http://transcan150xtwo.weebly.com

WWW.LCC.CA
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By Dana Kobernick, LCC Communications Specialist

Without knowing it, Terry Fox
was channelling the LCC motto —
Non Nobis Solum — when he
said, “It took cancer to realize
that being self-centred is not
the way to live. The answer
is to try and help others.”
26
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T

hat philosophy is what has propelled the
annual Terry Fox Run at LCC, an event that
has been part of the school’s community
and fundraising initiatives for over 30 years.
In February 2017, LCC received a letter from Fred Fox,
Terry’s brother, who acknowledged the school’s commitment to the cause, and highlighted the hope that
these efforts have instilled, as well as the significant
financial contributions made by the entire LCC community. Since our first run in 1983, students, faculty
and staff have raised over $750,000.

Trevor Smith,
irector
former Athletic D

1983

n

First Terr y Fox Ru

It was former Athletic Director Trevor Smith who,
in 1983, having lost his father and two colleagues
to cancer, decided that it was time to act. With the
support of the administration and the physical education department, he launched what would become
our current, longstanding tradition. “Cancer is such
an awful disease,” he says. “It’s nice to see the
progress being made but there is still such a long
way to go.”
Ongoing school renovations meant that the
run could not be held in 1986 and 1987. In 1988,
Trevor passed the baton to social sciences teacher
Doug MacLean. Under Doug’s leadership, the event

became student-run, with the Pre-University students
tending to all logistics and fundraising support. “I was
amazed at how well organized the students were,” he
says. “They even invited the MacKay Centre to participate, which they did for a number of years until deciding to hold the run on their own.”
Though Trevor and Doug are retired from LCC, they
are both gratified that, year after year, LCC students
continue to pay homage to this Canadian hero in the
hope of eradicating cancer one day. In the words of
Terry’s brother Fred, “The future of our country is in
great hands with the caring, compassion and leadership we see in our schools today.”
WWW.LCC.CA
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n Being
CANADIAN
Poetry by Grade 9 Students

In celebration of Canada's 150th birthday, grade 9
students were asked to write an "I Am" poem about a city,
province or landmark in Canada and capture the mood
or atmosphere of their selected place. The poems were
to read like an autobiographical account, as if their choice
location had impressions, dreams and aspirations.

I AM JASPER
By Olivia Tones-Svendsen
I am beautiful, I am serene
I wonder if I’m noticed
I hear birds
I see lakes
I want love
I am Jasper
I pretend to be a playground
I feel snow
I touch hearts
I worry about pollution
I cry when it rains
I am Jasper
I understand desire
I say that I want less hunting
I dream about skiing
I try to make people smile
I hope they’ll visit me again
I am Jasper
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I AM BANFF
By Luca Cappellano
I am a national park and I am cold
I wonder when it will snow
I hear crows squawking
I see moose
I am Banff
I pretend it’s warm
I feel beautiful
I touch people’s hearts
I worry about global warming
I cry when animals die
I am Banff
I understand how cold I can be
I say that animals are very important
I dream of a land where animals and people coexist
I try to make that dream a reality
I hope it will come true
I am Banff

Poetr y

I AM NUNAVUT
By Aidan Price-Gallagher
I am unique and special
I wonder how many people live here
I hear the sounds of the animals calling my name
I see the spirits of my ancestors
I want a world of peace and tranquility
I am Nunavut
I pretend that the trees can speak
I feel their presence
I touch the totem pole
I worry that man will conquer what Mother Nature has provided
I cry for everything that is wrong in other places of the world
I am Nunavut
I understand that not many people live here
I say that man leave this land untouched
I dream of what the future has in store
I try to protect my land
I hope that it will maintain its beauty
I am Nunavut

I AM THE HOCKEY HALL OF FAME
By Jeremy Cox
I am the Hockey Hall of Fame
I am the national sport’s record crypt and know everything about the game
I wonder if any American will ever come here
I hear Canada’s player celebrations muted by the crowd’s cheer
I see all rival visitors struck with fear
I want all the players to show why all their fans should remember the name
I am the Hockey Hall of Fame
I pretend that all these sport fans will be players someday
I feel that they will all make the NHL, before their hair turns grey
I touch the Stanley Cup, as if I won it myself
I worry that one of the trophies will be taken from that shelf
I cry thinking that one day people will see this sport as lame
I am the Hockey Hall of Fame
I understand that most of these players are dead
I say to myself “Hey, look at the careers they’ve lead”
I dream about shaking one of these players' hands
I try to be the most important building in the land
I hope that no one will think that the name of this beautiful game is a shame
I am the Hockey Hall of Fame
WWW.LCC.CA
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I AM L’ANSE AUX MEADOWS
By Jane Robeck
I am vast and majestic
I wonder where the wild berries grow
I hear the cries of the Norseman
I see the longboats on the horizon
I want to turn back the clock to 1000 A.D.
I am L’Anse aux Meadows
I pretend to be the “Vinland” I once was
I feel wild and free
I touch the Atlantic ocean
I worry about noise pollution
I cry for those who litter my shores
I am L’Anse aux Meadows
I understand I am only a small part of Newfoundland and Canada
I say I will never be forgotten
I dream my green cliffs will touch the sky
I try to keep my past a secret
I hope to remain Valhalla
I am L’Anse aux Meadows

I AM MONT-ROYAL
By Olivier Rivet

I am tall and peaceful
I wonder if the Montreal Canadiens won
I hear the people laughing, working and living
I see the old trees of Canada
I want the global warming to stop
I am Mont-Royal
I pretend to like humans
I feel the animals of the forest walking on me
I touch the old ground of Canada
I worry that the buildings of the city will one day hide me
I cry when people hurt my nature
I am Mont-Royal
I understand how life works
I say that we should all enjoy life
I dream of peace and love around me
I try to make the city a better place
I hope for more nature in the city
I am Mont-Royal
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REFLECTIONS on the

BATTLE of
VIMY RIDGE
One Hundred Years Later

By Dana Kobernick, LCC Communications Specialist

This past April, nine LCC students travelled
to the site of the Battle of Vimy Ridge to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the historic Canadian victory in the First
World War. In the company of Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau, Governor General
David Johnston, Prince Charles, Prince
William, Prince Harry, and President of
France François Hollande, students had
the opportunity to reflect on the courage of
our Canadian soldiers, their sacrifices and
the devastating effects of war.

L

CC students, history teacher Ted Shaw and modern
languages department head Caroline Hétu were among the
25,000 visitors, including veterans, soldiers and the RCMP,
who attended the ceremony on April 9 amid exceptionally
tight security. The images were powerful: empty boots formed a
pathway to the iconic Vimy Monument, designed by Canadian sculptor
Walter Allward, and bi-planes flew overhead.
Prime Minister Trudeau read from a letter written by a 20-year-old
soldier who lost his life at Vimy and called upon us all to remember the
price paid and the burden carried by the thousands wounded and killed
in battle. He reminded those in attendance that these young men were
not impervious to fear, pain and fatigue, that they were at once ordinary
and extraordinary.

WWW.LCC.CA
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“I felt pride for
my country
and those who
fought for it...”
For Katherine Potter ’18, the experience
elicited a range of emotions: “I felt pride for my
country and those who fought for it, honoured
by the opportunity to take part in this milestone
and determination to perpetuate the memory of
the achievement and the loss that should never
be forgotten.”
Thomas Yang ’18 felt privileged to attend the
ceremony, noting that he was particularly moved
by the concluding words of Prince Charles: “Let
us never forget. N’oublions jamais.”
Thomas says, “In that split second of silence
before the applause, his words hit me, making
me reflect on who I am as a Canadian and what
it really means to be one.”
Mr. Shaw walked away from the event with
great pride but also with a deep sense of obligation to remember the cost, the suffering and the
challenge experienced both by the soldiers and
the country.
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A VISITOR
EDUCATION CENTRE

on the Site of the Canadian
National Vimy Memorial
By Dana Kobernick, LCC Communications Specialist

I

n keeping with its mission to “preserve and promote
Canada’s First World War legacy as symbolized with the
victory at Vimy Ridge,” Governor General David Johnston
and the Vimy Foundation inaugurated the Visitor Education
Centre just prior to the centennial ceremonies in April 2017.
Situated adjacent to the Memorial, the centre serves an
educational purpose, placing historic events into context
with museum displays containing a myriad of artifacts,
some of which came from the Canadian War Museum.
The Visitor Education Centre was a 10 million dollar
endeavour, with half the amount being pledged by the federal government, provided the Vimy Foundation raised the
other half. Thanks to the George and Helen Vari Foundation,
the principal donor, visitors will have a more meaningful
experience and gain greater insight through the Education
Centre. As part of a separate initiative, they will also be able
to stroll through the Vimy Centennial Park which is currently
being developed on a piece of land just a short distance
from the site.
Of particular interest is that each of the 100 oak trees
planted in the park will be a descendant of a Vimy oak.
After the Battle at Vimy Ridge was won, Leslie Miller, a
soldier from Ontario, gathered up a handful of acorns as
a souvenir and planted them on a piece of farm land upon
his return home. Today, the team that maintains the Vimy
Oaks Farm is working together with the Vimy Foundation
to repatriate the oaks and create this living memorial.
“We felt that it was important to create programs
that would give students an active learning experience,”
says LCC Headmaster and Vimy Foundation board member,
Christopher Shannon. “The Visitor Education Centre and
Centennial Park will serve to achieve that.”

FOR
YOUR FAVOURITE
LCC MEMORABILIA,
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