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Black Hole; A Scientific Mystery… 
Written by: Justin Ricci 

  On April 10th, an image was released of 

what many astrophysicists are calling “a 

supermassive black hole.”  Many of these 

astrophysicists believe that this image was one 

that they would never see.  

 This image was stitched together based 

on the data collected by eight telescopes located 
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around the world.  More than 200 scientists were involved in this project from an array of 

observatories located around the world, from  Hawaii to the South Pole.

 The scientists involved in this project have said that the black hole has a mass of 

about six billion times that of our sun.  This black hole is located in a section of the M87 

galaxy some 53 million light years away from Earth.

 Surrounding the black ring in the photo is a fiery orange light.  This is the light 

basically bending around itself at the edge of the hole.  “You cannot see a black hole, but 

you can actually see its shadow,” said Carlos Moedas, the European Union’s commissioner 

of research, science, and innovation.

 Black holes are gravitational fields so strong that light cannot even escape.  The light 

seen in the photograph was added in by the scientists because the picture was taken at a 

wavelength that the human eye cannot see.  

 Black holes such as these still remain a scientific mystery.  Scientists know that 

smaller black holes are created from dying stars, the origins of these larger black holes 

remain unknown.  Scientists have also confirmed that the event horizon of the black hole - 

which means the point beyond where everything that passes through gets consumed by it - 

is as large as our galaxy.

 “We have seen what we thought was unseeable,” Sheperd Doeleman from Harvard’s 

University Black Hole Initiative said in Washington. 
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“When they go 
low, we go high.”  

- Michelle 
Obama
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 Knowing Boeing  
David Surry 

 

We’ve all seen the news. Two plane       

crashes in a few months that caused over 300         

deaths. One in Indonesia and the other in Ethiopia.         

What do these two crashes have in common? The         

airplane. The Boeing 737 Max. This airplane was        

rushed through production in a failed attempt to        

compete with their competitors. To understand      

how these plane crashes happened, we need to        

look at the buildup to the production of the Boeing          

737 Max. 

The two biggest companies in the      

commercial aviation business are Airbus and      

Boeing. If you’ve done any amount of flying,        

there’s a high likelihood you've been on one of         

their planes. These companies are highly      

competitive, so any innovation or new release by        

one will be met with an equal release by the other           

company.  

This is where the trouble started. Airbus       

announced that they will release the Airbus       

A320Neo, a new version of the Airbus A320 with         

more effective engines. The Airbus A320 and the        

Boeing 737 are both single aisle planes with three         

seats on both sides. For most domestic flights,        

these are the planes that are used, and I’m sure          

you’ve been on one. For Boeing, Airbus       

announcing a newer, better plane was bad news.        

They needed to be competitive, and to do this they          

needed to release their new version of the 737.         

The problem is they didn’t have a new version.         

What they did to rush out this plane was the cause           

of these crashes. 

One of the main benefits of the A320Neo        

was that pilots didn’t need very much extra        

training. This is something Boeing  

wanted to have in their new plane as well. So          

when they created the 737 Max, their newer,        

better version of the 737, they also claimed that it          

required little to no extra training. The thing is         

though, it did.  

When they rushed the planes out, to       

compensate for adding the better, but heavier       

engines to compete with Airbus, they added in a         

new software, called MCAS. The problem this       

software aimed to solve was that because the        

weight in the 737 Max was distributed differently        

than the 737, pilots taking off would point the         

plane too high, which could result in a crash. So          

this software automatically noticed that when the       

plane was pointing too high, it would       

automatically point the plane down to level it out.         

This sounds like a logical solution, but only if all          

the pilots are aware of its existence and how to          

turn it off if necessary. 

This is how the plane crashes happened.       

The pilots didn't know that the plane would        

automatically point down, and this resulted in       

pilots having trouble gaining altitude.     

Furthermore, this MCAS system oftentimes     

malfunctioned, pointing the plane down when it       

wasn't necessary. All of this was what resulted in         

the two crashes. 

What began as a company rushing out a        

product, before it was ready to contend with their         

competitors, ended in more than 300 people dead        

and a plane grounded worldwide. It just goes to         

show that companies oftentimes cut corners, and       

in an industry that people rely on to keep them          

safe, these shortcuts might save time, not lives. 
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One Way Mirror: Government 
Transparency   

Alexandro Koutroubis

In particular, Justin Trudeau 
and the Liberal party have gone 
unquestioned by the general 
population of people who support the 
Liberal party, in recent news. I think it’s 
extremely important that in cases such 
as Justin Trudeau’s, or the more 
popular Trump/Russia scandal, there 
needs to be a bipartisan effort to solve 
issues that should matter more than 
who is in power. Regardless of 
whether they align with our political 
agenda, it should be in all of our best 
interests to hold the government  
accountable. 

Alternatively, there is a 
portion of the LCC community that 
has become apathetic towards this 
issue, many expressing that they just 
don’t care enough to look into the 
different cases all over the world of 
governments who have a lack of 
transparency.       

After reading a story on 
how a family, who helped 
former US intelligence officer 
Edward Snowden in 2013, 
were granted asylum by 
Canada, I realized the 
importance of starting a 
discussion about transparency 
within governmental agencies, 
especially within the context of 
our 2019 society. 

Here at LCC, opinions on this 
issue have been mixed. Many agree 
with the sentiment that Grade 11 
student David Surry expressed when 
he said,  “Government transparency is 
crucial for a functioning democracy 
because people are able to decide who 
they want to vote for and the policies 
they want to support.” 

5

All over the world 
there have been accusations 
against and scandals about 
world leaders who seem to 
think that they are above the 
law. We often think of this 
issue as something that is 
important to discuss, but that 
it’s not an issue that directly 
affects us. 

We see a lack of transparency within 
governments as something that 
happens in places like Russia or Saudi 
Arabia, whereas we ignorantly don’t 
look at our own government to be 
accountable for a lack of transparency. 

https://usaherald.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Government-Transparency.jpg
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Here We Go Again: 2020 Election 
Alexandro Koutroubis

On the Republican side, there 
are only two candidates, those being 
current president Donald Trump and 
Bill Weld who is a businessman and 
attorney, and also the 68th governor of 
Massachusetts; he was the declared 
vice president for Gary Johnson in the 
most recent election. This means that 
the 2020 election marks the first time 
since 1992 where a sitting president is 
being challenged for his primary bid. 
President Trump has by far the most 
economical resources from donors, 
walking into the 2020 election with 
nearly 170 million dollars collected 
from the end of the first quarter and his 
last election win, with each donor 
giving just about 35 dollars each. By 
contrast, Sanders’ donors give about 
27 dollars each. 

As of now, although  
President Trump has had 
controversies, his base seems 
unaffected by them and has stuck 
with him, especially with the recent 
Mueller report being a 
disappointment for many on the left. 
Bill Weld, on the other hand, 
seemingly doesn't have much of a 
chance, however, he could be an 
alternative for those on the right who 
don’t like President Trump.

With over 15 candidates 
still very competitively running for 
the 2020 election, many people 
all around the world will be 
anxiously waiting through another 
“interesting” two years of the 
American electoral process. With 
that being said, many haven't 
taken the time to find out who are 
the front runners for each of the 
two major parties. 

On the opposition side, 
the Democrats have nearly 20 
candidates hoping to win their bid 
to be the candidate that 
represents the Democratic party 
later on this year. For now 
though, there are two main 
candidates that seem to be 
ahead in the polls by a significant 
margin. These two are former 
Vice President Joe Biden and 
Vermont senator Bernie Sanders, 
although Joe Biden’s campaign 
finances aren't public whereas 
Bernie Sanders are; he has 
gotten nearly 20 million dollars in 
the first quarter, providing him 
with the most donations out of 
any of the Democratic 
candidates. In terms of the polls, 
Joe Biden is leading by nearly 
10% over Sanders who has 20% 
of the total poll votes. A recent 
scandal in which Biden finds 
himself may cause problems, 
especially if it turns out that the 
accusations are true. 

  

Most polls put President Trump 
losing re-election by a significant 
margin, but as we’ve seen in the past, 
the polls aren’t always a good 
measurement for Donald Trump’s 
election turnout. With that being said, 
the last president to lose re-election 
was George Bush in 1992, who lost to 
Bill Clinton, even though a year before 
the election, Bush had a 89% approval 
rating. 

6

This leaves Bernie Sanders 
who although seems to have the 
support of many Democrats, has a 
very socialist platform which might 
make it hard to convince swing states 
to vote for him
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Brexit: The Great Snafu 
David Surry 

 

    With all the talk about Brexit, 

and how much the situation seems 

to change, it can be hard to keep up 

to date with all the news. I will try 

to clear up what is happening and 

talk about possible outcomes. 

     The story began on the 23rd of 

June, 2016, when the majority of 

Britain voted to leave the European 

Union, the international body that 

gives certain benefits to its 

members while making them pay to 

stay in. It would be nice if this is 

where it ends; the people voted to 

leave the EU, and then  Britain left 

the EU.  

     Well, not quite. Britain and the 

EU want Brexit (Britain exiting the 

EU) with a deal. Leaving with a 

deal means Britain doesn't cut all 

ties with the EU, but rather, they 

continue an economic partnership. 

This means that Britain has to agree 

with the EU on a Brexit deal. 

Theresa May, the, Prime Minister 

of the UK, was able to strike a 

Brexit deal with the EU that would 

maintain some economic ties 

between Britain and the EU, while 

still formally leaving.  

     The problem is not everyone in 

Britain likes this deal. This may 

sound confusing, but for a Brexit 

deal to come into fruition, it must 

be agreed upon by the EU and the 

parliament of the UK. That's where 

the problem arises. Theresa May’s  

 deal does not have the support 

necessary in parliament, and has 

already been voted down. So even 

though the UK has a deal, they will 

not take it.  

     This brings us up to the current 

day. The next important date is 

October 31st, which is the deadline 

for the UK to agree to a deal, 

whether it be the one on the table or 

a different one. If they don't come 

to an agreement, either the UK 

leaves the EU without a deal, or the 

EU extends the deadline. For now, 

we will just have to wait and see. 

      So, what are the possible 

outcomes of this whole snafu?  

      Firstly there is the scenario 

where the EU and the UK reach a 

deal. This would result in a soft 

Brexit, or one where the UK leaves 

the EU but doesn't sever all 

economic ties. This is arguably one 

of the best outcomes. Secondly, the 

UK could reach the deadline to 

make a deal without agreeing on a 

deal. This would result in either the 

deadline being extended, or a hard 

Brexit. The problem is not everyone 

in Britain likes this deal. This may 

sound confusing, but for a Brexit 

deal to come into fruition, it must 

be agreed upon by the EU and the 

parliament of the UK. That's where 

the problem arises. Theresa May’s 

deal does not have the support 

necessary in parliament, and has 

already been voted down. So even 

though the UK has a deal, they will 

not take it.  

     This brings us up to the current 

day. The next important date is 

October 31st, which is the deadline  

for the UK to agree to a deal, 

whether it be the one on the table or 

a different one. If they don't come 

to an agreement, either the UK 

leaves the EU without a deal, or the 

EU extends the deadline. For now, 

we will just have to wait and see. 

      So, what are the possible 

outcomes of this whole snafu?  

      Firstly there is the scenario 

where the EU and the UK reach a 

deal. This would result in a soft 

Brexit, or one where the UK leaves 

the EU but doesn't sever all 

economic ties. This is arguably one 

of the best outcomes. Secondly, the 

UK could reach the deadline to 

make a deal without agreeing on a 

deal. This would result in either the 

deadline being is a Brexit where 

there is no deal and the UK just 

leaves the EU, cutting all ties. This 

would probably cause a lot of 

economic instability in the region 

and the UK in particular. A hard 

Brexit is something that most 

parties want to avoid.  

       All in all, no one really knows 

what’s going on, and the future of 

Britain and the EU as a whole is 

very uncertain. 

extended, or a hard Brexit. This is a 

Brexit where there is no deal and 

the UK just leaves the is a Brexit 

where there is no deal and the UK 

just leaves the EU, cutting all ties. 

This would probably cause a lot of 

economic instability in the region 

and the UK in particular. A hard 

Brexit is something that most 

parties want to avoid.  

       All in all, no one really knows 

what’s going on, and the future is 

uncertain. 
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The Best Time of the Year: March Madness 

Ethan Brinberg 

________________________________ 

 

    What month is the best 

month? No one really talks 

about this, mostly because it’s a 

useless argument in which 

everyone just says the month 

they were born in or December 

because of winter break. But 

what no one knows is there 

actually is a best month and it’s 

clearly March and for one 

simple reason, March Madness. 

 Simply put, 

March Madness is the best 

sporting event in the history of 

sports. For those of you that 

have no clue what March 

Madness is, it’s a college 

basketball tournament 

comprised of 64 different 

schools from all around the 

United States. The tournament 

earned the nickname March 

Madness because of how 

unpredictable and how crazy the 

tournament is.  

Going into this year’s 

tournament there were many big 

questions such as how would 

Zion Williamson and the Duke 

Blue Devils do? Would Virginia 

bounce back after last year’s 

horrific loss? And most 

importantly, Eze Diké was in the 

tournament. Even though he 

didn’t play, it was still very cool 

to see an LCC graduate dressed  

and ready to play at the biggest 

tournament in sports.  

The first round of the 

tournament didn’t live up to the 

hype. Even though there were 

amazing games, we weren’t 

satisfied. We wanted the 

half-court shots for the win and 

that one Cinderella team. But 

instead we got to see most of the 

better teams move on, with the 

exception of Ja Morant and the 

Murray St Racers who tore apart 

Marquette and beat them by 

almost 20. Ja showed why he 

should be a top 3 pick in this 

year’s NBA draft.  

One of the best and 

most hyped up games of the 

whole season was Duke vs UCF. 

Zion vs Tacko. No, not the food. 

The 7 foot 6 kid from Senegal. 

Many thought it was going to 

be close and then with five 

minutes left Duke would run 

away with it, but no. 14 seconds 

left, Duke down by three, 

myself, and I’m sure everyone 

watching the game, about to 

collapse, Zion drove at Tacko, 

got fouled and made the shot. 

Duke took the lead with 5 

seconds left. UCF missed the 

shot and then Aubrey Dawkins 

flew in and tipped the ball. It 

rolled around the rim for what 

felt like three years and then  

fell out, and somehow Duke 

moved on to the sweet 16, which 

is the third round of the 

tournament.  

To make a long story 

short, Oregon made a Cinderella 

run as a 12 seed before falling to 

Virginia in the sweet 16,  Purdue 

and Virginia had the game of the 

tournament in the elite 8, and 

sports fans learned who Carsen 

Edwards and Ryan Cline were. 

To finish it off, Virginia took 

home the national championship 

fending off Jarrett Culver and 

the Texas Tech Red Raiders.  

It’s always sad to see 

another great season end. 

Without all the great buzzer 

beaters, dunks, ridiculous blocks 

and crazy upsets, March would 

not be the same. 
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On June 25th of 2010, Taylor Hall was 
selected first overall by the Edmonton Oilers in the 
NHL Entry Draft.  

In 2011, the Oilers won the NHL Draft 
Lottery and received the first overall pick after 
having a 25% chance to do so. 

The Edmonton Oilers had an 18.8% chance 
of being awarded the first overall selection in 2012 
and won the Draft Lottery again. 

An 11.5% chance of winning the lottery 
ended up giving the Edmonton Oilers the first overall 
selection in 2015 as well. 

On June 29th of 2016, Taylor Hall was traded 
to the New Jersey Devils in exchange for Adam 
Larsson.  

The New Jersey Devils proceeded to win the 
NHL Draft Lottery with odds of 8.5% in 2017. 

In 2019, the New Jersey Devils won the 
Draft Lottery again with an 11.5% chance. 
 Throughout Taylor Hall’s 9-year professional 
hockey career, the team he played for has managed 
to win the NHL Draft Lottery a whopping five times. 
The odds of that happening, given his respective 
teams’ chances at the number one selection at the 
time, are, well, extremely low. So how did he do it? 
Did he cheat? (Unlikely as his name doesn’t start 
with Tom and end with Brady) Did he telekinetically 
control the lottery balls in each instance? Is this the 
result of sheer willpower taking over and rewarding 
Hall’s team? Or, is Taylor Hall the recipient of plain, 
dumb, luck?  
I won’t pretend to know the secret to Taylor Hall’s 
wizardry with not just a puck, but with a lottery ball. 
However, what I can tell you is that Taylor Hall 
might as well, as he so eloquently put it, be 
“Officially adding “NHL lottery ball specialist” 
to [his] hockey resume.” 
 In sports, we can talk about a crucial air-
balled free throw, a missed pass interference call, 
Patrick Stefan’s famous whiffed empty net attempt, 

and the classic “lucky bounce” with reference to bad 
(or good, depending on which team you’re a fan of) 
luck. Yet all of these plays were the result of a lack 
of execution, concentration, a split-second decision, 
or nerves getting into the head of a professional 
athlete. In other words, these events, no matter how 
many times they are attributed to it, are not a product 
of pure luck.  
Taylor Hall’s string of consecutive otherworldly 
feats, on the other hand, can be attributed to none 
other than pure Irish fortune. Perhaps we are 
spending too much time commending Taylor Hall for 
winning the Hart Trophy in 2017-18 as the league’s 
most valuable player to his team, when we should be 
in awe of his accomplishing what no professional 
athlete has done before. 

Taylor Hall proceeded to write on twitter 
that “They talk about Gretzky’s 92 goals or 
Settler’s 10 pts in one game as records that may 
never be broken. But winning five draft lotteries 
in your first nine years in the league? In two 
different draft lottery eras, no less. That is a 
record that will stand forever.” 

And ultimately, he’s not wrong. All this to 
say that sometimes all it takes to accomplish great 
things is a little bit of dumb luck.

Can’t Spell Luck without 
“Taylor Hall”
By Mason Albert
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HOROSCOPES 
By Mason Albert

(03/21 – 4/20) If you’re looking to 
have a good month, you may be 
surprised by what awaits you at 
the next World Wrestling 
Championships.  

(05/22 – 06/21) Don’t rush through this 
month, or else you may regret it. 
Live day by day, and move slowly, 
like the Striatoguraleus Vellicactus, 
a sea snail belonging to the 
Horaiclavidae family, and attaining 
6.6 mm in length.  

(08/22 – 09/23) If at any point this 
month you feel an urge to overturn the 
1974 Australian Referendum, don’t do 
it, because then the electors in the 
Northern Territory and the Australian 
Capital Territory won’t have the right to 
vote in referendums, nor will their votes 
be counted for the national majority. 
This would cause quite the fiasco. 

(10/24 – 11/22) Dehydration sucks. Like 
really sucks. Drink water. Lots of 
water. Other nutritious fluids too, 
because trust me, you do not want to 
get dehydrated. Drink up and your 
Fridays just might not feel like 
Mondays. 

(12/23 – 1/20) You shall receive a sign. 
It could be a stop sign, although 
chances are it will be a “Caution: 
Slippery When Wet” sign. It should be 
delivered to your house in 6-8 business 
days via UPS. 	
(02/20 – 03/20) Something about 
television. You’ll be watching a show 
detailing how Iowa is only ranked 29th 
among U.S States in terms of solar 
power. They could really use some help 
in that department. Sorry, I got side-
tracked, you should receive some 
inspiration from The Hawkeye State 
though, or at least give it a visit. 

(04/21 – 05/21) My experience with 
Taurus this month has brought me to the 
point where I can confidently up his 
rating to a 6.2/10. After being on both 
ends of the culmination of Reckless and 
Head Smash, I was left with no choice 
but to elevate Taurus by an entire tier in 
my mind. 

(06/22 – 07/22) You will step on a Lego. 

(07/23 – (08/21) Your month will be filled 
with bread. Biscuits, French toast, 
croissants, banana bread, sourdough, rye, 
white bread, brioche, baguettes, 
pumpernickel, focaccia, whole wheat, 
brown bread, buns, the list goes on. 
Ciabatta bread, naan, cornbread, 
flatbread, panettone, tortillas, and English 
muffins. Scones too, challah bread, 
Portuguese sweet bread, parathas, and 
arepas. Treat your bread how you would 
like to be treated and your month may just 
be as full of excitement as your system is 
with carbohydrates. 

 (09/24 – 10/23) You know what they say, 
Libra is as Libra does. This month, 
however, Libra won’t be doing much. 

 (11/23 – 12/22) A little birdie in a tree will 
speak to you on your way to the meat 
vendor. While this little birdie may attempt 
to coerce you away from the meat vendor 
and your future purchases, it’s the big 
birdie’s advice that you ought to consider 
with caution and care.  

 (01/21 – 02/19) I’d almost like to warn you 
not to go aimlessly drawing pictures of 
butterflies, but I have unfortunately 
foreseen that it will be to no avail. It pains 
me to say this but there truly is nothing I 
can do for you other than tell you to put on 
your shorts and hope for the best.  
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