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Snow Day, Anyone? 
Aren’t snow days the best feeling?  Waking up in the morning to 

find out that school is cancelled and you can return to complete 

the nine and half hours of sleep all adults claim we must get. 

 Being able to play outside or video games with your friends all 

day with no worries about what assignment is due or what test is 

next.  Well, luckily for us, we got the chance to experience one of 

these this year!
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However, although we enjoyed the snow not everyone did.  The initial snowstorm, on January 21st, was 

unpleasant for many.  The snow left many without power and unable to complete their once routine tasks. 

 Also, the next morning was awful with cars sliding and accidents causing traffic delays all over the island.  In 

addition, reduced visibility made it tough for car drivers and bus drivers alike to navigate the already hazardous 

roads.  

The bad weather also caused delays at Dorval Airport which is never a good thing.  Once delays occur 

at an airport, it leads to an overcrowded airport and it takes a decent amount of time to get everything back on 

schedule.  To make matters worse, the next day and night were filled with freezing rain, which caused the 

roads and sidewalks to become icy.  The icy conditions, as you’ve all guessed, become very dangerous for 

people who aren’t fully mobile. 

About a week or so later, many reports and weather warnings began surfacing on the news that 

another snowstorm was potentially on its way.  I had the exact same thought as all of you, snow day 

tomorrow???  Well, as it turns out, once my alarm clock rang and I checked my email, there was in fact no 

snow day.  However, it wasn’t as if the snow didn’t make its mark.  It took me over 40 minutes to arrive to 

school instead of a normal 20 minute ride.  It also remained very icy and was dangerous and some others also 

lost power for the second time in one week. 

When it is all said and done, don’t we all believe more snow days should be granted?  I mean is 

there any feeling that beats the one you get when you comfortably tuck yourself back into bed and relieve 

yourself of all the stress that was to come in the day ahead? 

UPDATE: At the time of the first article, the thought of another snow day never crossed my mind.  

Well guess what, the impossible happened!  A second snow day was called, well “E-Learning Day” as the 

teacher like to call it.  However, it was relaxing just same.  Here’s to many more snow days!

Super Bowl Competition!
As the NFL season drew to its end not too long ago so did our Super Bowl Competition.  It was a resounding 

success as we received exactly 154 responses.  By the time the Super Bowl arrived, our candidate pool had 

shrunk to a grand total of 18 contestants!  It is on that note the Wire Team is proud to announce this year’s 

winners: Tyler Amiel (’23) and Devon Llano (’20).  Congratulations and $25 gift certificates will be awarded to 

both of the winners!
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Written By Olivier Rivet 

Let’s Change Climate 
Change

 This distortion of our climate at such a quick pace might 
feel very scary, but there are still some things that can be done. We 
can switch our cars to electric, or we can walk, bike or take public 
transit. We can pay attention to how much energy we consume 
and reduce it. We can also reduce meat consumption and switch to 
plant based meals instead. We can share the message concerning 
the importance of climate change and be the difference we need. 
Personally, I believe that the internet is what we need to focus on 
in order to engage in this problem; we can take action online and 
start a trend that could be the future of our kind.  

 It is important we never forget about how every action has 
a much larger impact than we think. We have seen enough of 
terrible things in the news about the impacts of climate change. 
Using technology and the internet to spread the word about this 
matter could help so much. After all, we should stand for what we 
stand on.  

	 While we often are focused in 
our own little worlds and many hours of 
studying or sleeping, our planet is 
changing. This year, multiple scientific 
discoveries, concerning the state of our 
planet, have surfaced raising concern 
about our near future. 

 To begin, it is important to 
address the extreme weather events that 
have been the subject of multiple media 
sources this year. Scientific research has 
shown that the rise in global 
temperatures caused by humans has 
been the main source of these extreme 
weather disasters. From the deadly fires 
of California to the destructive 
hurricanes in the south east of the U.S., 
this has been the costliest year for the 
American government. The heavy rains 
around the globe have caused the 
displacement of many while spawning 
diseases killed approximately 5,000 and 
placed 28 million people in need of 
immediate medical care.  

 Our planet is also experiencing 
the highest extinction rates ever since 
the dinosaurs. It is important to note 
that these horrors are all happening not 
because of natural change but because 
of human activity. We, humans, often do 
not see the direct impact we have on our 
planet until we are either directly 
impacted by it or we read it somewhere 
in the news.

“Climate change is no longer some far-off problem; it is 
happening here, it is happening now.” 

- Barack Obama



Health is Wealth By Mason Albert

What does the new Canadian Food Guide mean for you?

If you haven’t heard, Health 
Canada released its new food 
guide on January 22nd of 2019. 
The previous edition was released 
more than 10 years ago in 2007. 
This newest food guide is being 
looked at as having more up-to-
date information, but it is also 
being given credit for conveying 
this information more clearly and 
more effectively. After only a 
couple of days have passed since 
its release, health experts and 
medical researchers have already 
begun to weigh in.
 Having done away with 
e m p h a s i s o n c o m p l i c a t e d 
measurements and se rv ing 
portions, Health Canada’s new 
manual provides fewer strict rules 
and quantities, and more broader 
guidelines on how to live and eat 

h e a l t h i l y . I n o t h e r 
words, Canadians will no longer 
need to scratch their heads over 
how much a serving of banana is. 
While their approach to guiding 
Canadian Health has been much 
simplified, Health Canada has 
reiterated the importance of eating 
plenty of healthy fruits and 
vegetables, as well as whole 
grains and protein foods.  
 While there’s no doubt 
that the daily diet varies from 
LCC student to LCC student, 
speaking to these students made it 
clear that most if not all students 
here incorporate health into their 
eating in one way or another. 
When asked about his diet, a 
G r a d e 11 S t u d e n t , D a v i d 
Rosenbloom, gave a short and 
sweet “Everything in moderation” 

while Kelly Amiel, another Grade 
11 Student said, “Sometimes I 
have a salad for dinner, sometimes 
I have chocolate cake. It’s called 
balance.” 
 If you haven’t looked at a 
Canadian Food Guide in a while, 
or even if you follow your diet 
closely, it will be worth a little bit 
of your time to to check in with 
the updated guide as you just 
might be surprised by some of the 
little things you can do to eat and 
live healthier. When it comes to 
the makeup of your daily food 
routine, a little change can go a 
long way. Eating healthy is 
always important, but even more 
so in the cold winter months 
where we find it’s -20 degrees 
every other day.
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Build Bridges, not walls 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
David Surry 

 
____________________________________ 
 

 
 
____________________________________ 

A southern border wall in the 
United States represents a gross misuse 
of the government’s funds and is the 
product of three years of fear-mongering 
and misinformation. This analysis is for 
two main reasons, the first being its 
ineffectiveness at achieving its goals, 
and the second being the cost and how 
the money could be spent.  

To understand how effective a 
wall can be, we first need to examine the 
problems it is trying to solve. Judging by 
what President Trump has talked about, 
it is for two main things. The first being 
decrease the rate at which illegal 
immigrants enter the United States, 
consequently decreasing the supposed 
crime they are committing. The second 
being mitigating the drug crisis in the 
United States. 

Regarding the former, it is true 
that a government has a right to secure 
their borders. Regardless, this “plan” is 
an ineffective way to solve the problems 
that have been presented. Although it is 
true that in a some cases illegal 
immigrants are a net negative on our 
economy, although I do not think it is 
nearly as bad as others would make you 
think. The thing to look at is how these 
people got here. According to a report 
by the Center For Migration Studies, 
Visa  

      the Center For Migration Studies, 
Visa overstays have outnumbered people 
who enter the country illegally at the 
Southern border every year since 2007. 
This statistic means that the majority of 
people entering the country do not cross 
the border. Furthermore, in an article 
written in 2018, by NPR, National Public 
Radio,  they say, “The report's authors 
estimate that the number of total visa 
overstays was 600,000 more than the 
total number of border crossers and that 
in 2014, visa overstays accounted for 
two-thirds of all new undocumented 
immigrants.” With this data, it is clear 
that a wall wouldn’t stop the majority of 
data, it is clear that a wall wouldn’t stop 
the majority of illegal immigration. This 
is not even mentioning the fact that most 
of the people who do cross the border are 
fleeing poverty or persecution. The result 
of this fact is that illegal immigrants are 
more likely to do whatever it takes to get 
into the United States. This desperation 
looks like taking rafts across the Gulf of 
Mexico similar  
to what we saw in Europe with the 
Syrian Refugee Crisis.  
               The second goal of the wall is 
to stop the illicit importation of drugs. 
Again, facts prove that this goal is 
unachievable. According to U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection statistics, 
90 percent of heroin seized along the 
border, 88 percent of cocaine, 87 percent 
of methamphetamine, and 80 percent of 
fentanyl in the first 11 months of the 
2018 fiscal year was caught trying to be 
smuggled in at legal crossing points. 
Because it is coming through at legal 
points of entry, a wall wouldn’t do 
anything to stop it. Even if all of the 
drugs coming into the United States 
comes from illegally crossing southern 
border and the wall does stop 100% of 
that drug trade, it stands to reason that 
the cartels will just  

get the drugs in through other routes. 
They already transport a lot through 
planes and smuggling on ships, so if you 
build a wall, all they will do is go around 
it. Although stopping illegal immigration 
and stopping the drug crisis sound like 
good things, if you spend more than 15 
minutes researching you will realize a 
wall cannot do these things.  
           The second main reason we 
shouldn't build a wall is because of its 
price. Although Trump is only asking for 
5 billion dollars for the wall, Routers 
estimated the price to be 21.6 billion 
dollars. This estimate is including the 
750 million dollars per year maintenance 
costs. This investment would be a huge 
amount of money, although it may 
seems small considering the total US 
budget is 3 trillion dollars. Realistically, 
only 1.1 billion of that money can be 
re-allocated, according to 
nationalpriorities.org. The problem with 
the wall’s price is twofold. The first is 
the fact that it is taking away funding 
from other, more effective programs. 
Some examples of other programs could 
be increased funding for border patrol 
agents to catch smugglers, or drones 
surveying the border looking for illegal 
crossings etc. Throwing this much 
money into a solution we already proved 
was ineffective is not a good idea. The 
second problem is who is paying the 
money. As we have all been told, 
“Mexico is paying for the wall.” Except, 
as expected, they are not. The new 
rhetoric is that they are paying for it 
through the new NAFTA deal, although 
it has yet to be seen how profitable this 
deal actually is for the United States. 
The wall will not work, and costs far too 
much. We should not support this. 
 
For another take on this issue, read 
“Where’s my Wall-dough?” on page 
6. 
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Where's my Wall-dough?
  Alexandro Koutroubis

Although I realize that not 
every illegal immigrant or every pound 
of drug is going through the southern 
border that would be protected by the 
wall, the amount of taxpayer dollars 
that would be saved and the growth to 
the economy that would come out of 
building the wall would be worth it. 

The general consensus of those 
who don’t believe in the wall is that 
first, most of the illegal immigrants are 
just overstaying their visas and that 
most drugs are going through legal 
ports. Even with  this being true, it's a 
lot harder to track down people who 
have overstayed their visa. Based on 
the FY18 ICE (a yearly report 
documenting various statistics ICE has 
obtained) budget document over the 
last 3 years the amount of money that 
is being allocated to protecting the 
borders has actually increased yet 
illegal immigration is at one of its all 
time highs. A full reworking of the 
current immigration system and how 
we inforce it needs to take place, which 
many who believe in the wall aren't 
opposed to; they actually support it. 
The argument isn’t that Donald 
Trump's wall is the perfect one and 
only savior to border protection but 
rather a start to stronger border 
protection that make legal immigration 
better as well as preventing illegal 
immigration. 

 

Based on the experts at the 
CIS (center for immigration studies), 
the wall, although expensive, would 
“pay for itself” over about a decade 
or so based on how much taxes 
would be saved in relation to the 
amount of people crossing the border 
and its effect on the economy. It's 
likely that the the wall will be a 1:1 
ratio of dollars saved vs dollars spent 
over time (will likely cost a little 
more). Insofar as both sides of the 
argument agree that the fewer 
ILLEGAL immigrants that a country 
holds is ultimately a good thing, the 
cost becomes negligible. 

“We simply cannot 
allow people to pour into the 
U.S., undetected, 
undocumented, unchecked and 
circumventing the line of 
people who are waiting 
patiently, diligently, lawfully to 
become immigrants in this 
country.” This is a recent quote 
from the President of the 
United States, Donald Trump, 
when addressing a rally. 

To many, this quote is 
just one more reason to call the 
president a racist, but, to some, 
this is just a quote from Barack 
Obama from 2005. The reason 
I said that this quote was from 
Donald Trump is to illustrate 
that this issue has nothing to do 
with race, discrimination or 
bigotry, but everything to do 
with finding the best way to 
protect the southern border of 
the U.S.A. from both illegal 
immigrants and drug 
trafficking.
    This being said, there are 
two main reasons why a border 
wall would be the best way to 
provide the security needed for 
the border and reduce the 
immigration epidemic; these 
two reasons are cost and the 
reduction of people being able 
to cross the land border.

The security of the 
border is of the utmost priority 
of the government. The wall is 
a clear step in the right 
direction for the future of 
border security.     

The second reason why a 
physical barrier is a good option is 
because it removes some incentive to 
try and cross the border illegally as 
the risk surpasses the reward. The 
reason this is important is because 
insofar as honest people are more 
likely to take legal means of getting 
in to the US the only effect that 
would happen are that people have 
less incentive to take radical means 
of getting into the country therefore 
they will likely do one of two things; 
either they will opt for legal 
immigration or they will stay and live 
their lives in the country they are 
currently in. The reason why the 
second option isn't necessarily a bad 
thing is because if  people keep 
fleeing these countries, these 
countries  will never make any 
meaningful growth and therefore 
continue to be undesirable places to 
live.

In terms of drugs, just because 
most come from legal points of entry 
doesn't mean we should forget about 
every other point of entry. If we 
increase the vetting of ports and such, 
the drug dealer will turn to other ways 
of getting their supply in. Ultimately, 
we need all points of entry to be secure, 
which includes  the southern physical 
border.  6



 420 Running out of Money? 
Alexandro Koutroubis

  Another impact of this 
shortage of legal cannabis involves 
investments and the overall economy. 
Many cannabis companies will lose 
value, whether they are private or 
public because of this shortage; the 
impact of this will then be that 
companies will need to lay off workers, 
which could lead to thousands of 
families without a stable income. 

According to heritage.org’s 
2019 index of economic freedom, 
Canada ranks number 8 in the world. 
The reason why Canada is so high on 
the list is because, as a country, we 
encourage entrepreneurship. 
Moreover, many foreign investors are 
willing to make investments in small 
businesses, because they see it as a 
very low risk for a high reward. All 
this, though, is contingent on 
Canadian industries doing well, 
which means it’s critical that the 
cannabis industry doesn’t fail.             

Ever since the 
legalization of cannabis in 
Canada, reports of shortages 
have been coming out from 
multiple sources. The results of 
this being true could be 
catastrophic for the industry; 
the impact of having a shortage 
of legal cannabis, now that 
many people are hooked on it 
or simply enjoy it, will only 
result in exacerbating the black 
market problem instead of 
solving it. Even if the cannabis 
doesn’t fully run out, the prices 
for it going up would become 
inevitable, which will lead to 
the same consequences, the 
black market being used even 
more than it previously was. 

Alternatively, since this 
shortage could be seen as a big failure, 
it may lead investors from both home 
and abroad to pull out of Canadian 
made businesses and, potentially, be 
less likely to invest in various other 
Canadian industries in the future. 
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Page 8

One of the biggest arguments in 
sports today is the one that a college 
team can beat a professional team. 
No, this isn’t Alabama versus last 
year’s Cleveland Browns or the 2012 
Kentucky Wildcats that went 38-1. 
This argument, I think, is a realistic 
one and one where people can finally 
be on the side of the college team. It 
is that the Duke Blue Devils can 
beat the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Duke, this year, may have 
arguably the best team in college 
basketball history with Zion 
Williamson and R.J Barret, the 
dynamic duo. Also, add in Tre Jones, 
Cam Reddish and Marques Bolden, 
and this could be an NBA starting 
five, in my opinion. Right now, 
Cleveland’s starting lineup is Collin 
Sexton, Rodney Hood, Ante Zizic, 
Cedi Osman and Kevin Love, and 
most of these players haven’t even 
been in the NBA for four years. 

The main point that people 
bring up in this argument is that the 
college players are just kids; they 
can’t play against NBA players and 
beat them. But what everyone is not 
looking at is how “kids” today are 
dominating the NBA, for example, 
Jayson Tatum, who is only 20 years 
old, and Luka Doncic, who is 19 and 
even younger than some of 
Duke’s players. These two 
young players are dominating 
the NBA right now, so why 
can’t this Duke team, which is 
filled with players who can 
compete at the highest level, 
dominate as well? 

On Duke’s current roster 
there are four first round picks and 
potentially five. But more 
importantly, they can have three out 
of the first five picks in the NBA 
draft this summer, which has never 
been done before by a school. 

The final reason why Duke 
could beat them is because of one 
man, whose name is Zion 
Williamson. He is six foot seven, 
weighs 280 pounds and can actually 
jump to the moon. His comparisons 
right now are to hall of famers. 
Every time he steps on the court, 
whether it’s in college or in the 
NBA, I think he will always be one 
of or the best players. 

The only weak link to this 
argument is that NBA players have 
already played against the best 
players and have had the best 
competition, unlike Duke, who have 
played some amazing players in 
college, but none who compare to 
who is in the NBA. 

Finally, to end this argument, even 
though Duke have lost two games so 
far this season and every good team 
has bad days, I still think they can 
put up a good fight and have a 
legitimate chance to win against this 
year’s Cleveland Cavaliers team. 

page 8  

The Perfect Argument: College Athletes versus the Pros 
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Ovechkin: the greatest goal scorer of our generation 
By: Justin Ricci 

 
Wayne Gretzky.  #99. The Great One. 

Most of Wayne Gretzky’s records have been 
considered by many as being unbreakable. 
However, as one current player’s career 
evolves, it is looking like we might have a 
challenger on one of the Great One’s records. 

Anyone that has ever talked to me about 
hockey knows that I’ve been a Washington 
Capitals fan for quite some time.  I have 
‘suffered’ through numerous playoff collapses 
even though those rosters were some of the 
best ever constructed.  I watched as the 1 
seeded Capitals fell to the 8 seeded Canadiens. 
I watched as they got swept by Tampa Bay in 
2011.  I watched as they lost back to back years 
to the Rangers.  I watched as they blew a 3-1 
lead to the Rangers two years later.  I watched 
as they lost back to back years to the Penguins 
in the second round with perhaps some of the 
greatest rosters ever assembled.  

And then finally, some eight years later, 
I watched Alex Ovechkin triumphantly raise the 
Stanley Cup over his head in what felt like one 
of the better sports moments of the year. 
However, there has remained one constant 
throughout all these playoff experiences and that 
is the captain, Alex Ovechkin.  

As I sat in Capital One Arena and 
watched the Capitals power play take position, 
already ahead 2-0 over the Bruins after raising 
their championship banner, what ensued 
shocked very few people.  Niklas Backstrom 
took the puck down low and saucered a pass to 
Ovechkin who fired it top shelf for goal No. 608. 
It’s the same play that the pair have been doing 

for numerous years, yet defences have yet to 
find a way to stop it. 

Now let’s do some number crunching. 
As of today, Alex has 36 goals and leads the 
league at age 33.  He has a career total of 643 
goals, which puts him 251 behind Gretzky’s NHL 
record of 894.  Assuming he continues to play in 
the NHL for the next seven years and finishes 
this season with 50 goals, he would need an 
average of 34 goals over these seven years.  

Seems doable, right?  Well, Ovechkin 
will turn 34 next September and has two more 
years remaining on his contract.  There are two 
main reasons which may keep him from 
breaking the record. 

First, his numbers may decline.  Let’s 
face it, not many 33 year olds are producing at 
the rate he currently is, so one can realistically 
predict a drop off.  However, if he front loads 
these next couple of years, he takes some of the 
pressure off the years leading up to his 40s. 
Anything is possible and only time will tell. 

Second, the NHL recently blocking 
players from playing in the Olympics may result 
in Ovechkin heading back to the KHL 
(Kontinental Hockey League) to get another shot 
at winning an Olympic gold medal.  That would 
cut short his career, greatly reducing his 
chances of catching the Great One. 

However, when everything is said and 
done, Ovechkin will go down as the greatest 
goal scorer of this generation and perhaps of all 
time.  And, anyway, who had Alex leading the 
league in goals at age 33?  Probably only me.  
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MOVIE REVIEW 
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BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 
Olivier Rivet

 I am sure most of you have heard about the 
recent, successful and powerful movie 

Bohemian Rhapsody, which was released 
previously in 2018. It tells the story of the great 

British singer-songwriter, record producer and lead 
vocalist Freddie Mercury who is known to have 
completely defied the trends of music in the ’70s and 
’80s.   

 Directed by Brian Singer, Bohemian Rhapsody 
has been nominated for five Oscars and has made over 
800 million dollars worldwide. With an impressive cast 
including star Rami Malek and Lucy Boynton, it is no 
surprise that the audience received an extraordinary 
performance which is to be remembered. The film covers 
the rise of Queen and its incredible story but mostly 
covers the personal life of Freddie Mercury and his 
sexuality. Although he had relationships many women, 
Mercury was actually a homosexual man. This is what 
sadly led to his death in 1991 of bronchial pneumonia 
resulting from AIDS. This was a huge crisis back in 
these years and had a very big impact on the storyline as 
it emphasized how difficult Freddie’s life truly was.

 From the start, the viewer becomes attached to the 
main character Freddie Mercury, an outsider and kind of 
bizarre person, when you think of it. His personality, so 
different but yet joyful, creates an important connection 
with the audience. The movie includes the making and 
production of Queen’s major hits informing us how this kind of 
music was made and where the inspiration comes from. Very 
different from modern music but still very intriguing and 
seeing this band grow together was really special. This movie 
all leads to the final, big and extraordinary performance at Live 
Aid, which was a dual-venue benefit concert held in 1985. 
Queen who had gained so much popularity was scheduled at 
this event and did an outstanding job, which is probably still 
remembered by all of your parents.  

 Bohemian Rhapsody was a greatly created motion 
picture of a band many loved and admired. To this day the 
music of the band Queen is listened to and adored, breaking the 
barriers of time. I encourage everyone of you to go watch this 
movie to change your perspective on the ’70s/80s, as well as 
maybe discover a new type of music. The incredible cast and 
outstanding production will definitely help you develop an 
appreciation for this film and Queen’s story.  



 During the past couple of 
months, we lost some very 
influential and creative people, 
namely Stan Lee and Stephen 
Hillenburg. Everyone knows 
these two people; how couldn’t 
you? Both of these men played 
big roles while we were growing 
up. These were the people 
behind one of our favorite TV 
shows and movie franchises. 

Stephen Hillenburg was born 
August 21, 1961 in Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma. He passed away 
from ALS on November 26, 
2018. Growing up, my favorite 
show by far was Spongebob 
Squarepants;  it was probably 
one of yours too. Every episode 
was funny and you would never 
get tired of watching. 
Spongebob first aired in 1999, 
and they are still making new 
episodes, sadly, however, 
without Hillenburg. With the 
famous “Bubble Bowl” halftime 
show episode to “The Krust 
Krab Pizza song,” you will 
always remember this show.

The Marvel Cinematic 
Universe is by far the biggest 
movie franchise in the world 
right now, and all of this thanks 
to Stan Lee. Lee was born in 
New York City on 
December28, 1922 and passed 
away on November 12, 2018. 
Being born in New York, he 
made all of the characters he 
created to be from or live in 
New York. He grew up writing 
the comics and creating the 
characters that he knew we 
would all love and watch in 
movies. For example, Iron Man, 
Captain America and 
Spiderman are all characters 
created by Stan lee. 

These two people have had 
such a great impact on all of us 
throughout the years. With 
Spongebob being one of the 
most popular shows and Marvel 
being one of the biggest movie 
franchises of all time, 
Hillenberg and Lee have 
certainly made their marks in 
the entertainment industry. 
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Science And Technology 

 
How AI is changing the way we live, through chess 

David Surry 

In 2017, Google’s Deepmind 
developed an AlphaZero, a program that can 
learn to play any game while just given the 
instructions. After it was made, it was claimed 
to be the best in the world at chess, 
shogi(Japanese chess) and go. AlphaZero has 
recently entered the news cycle because it just 
went undefeated against previous best 
computer program at chess in a 1000 game 
match, making AlphaZero the undisputed 
chess champion. The craziest thing about this 
win, however, is that AlphaZero went from 
knowing nothing about chess, besides the 
rules, to being the best in the world after just 
four hours of practice.  

The way it works is very complicated, 
but it boils down to playing itself thousands of 
times and learning about its past mistakes and 
successes. This technique of machine learning 
is called deep reinforcement learning and is 
very prevalent in the AI sector today. The 
effects of this win were felt all 

across the chess world. Former world 
champion Garry Kasparov said it was a 
pleasure to watch AlphaZero play. Although 
there was a lot of people supporting Google 
and AlphaZero, some criticized the result, 
claiming that it was only achievable because 
of the super computers at Google. Regardless, 
this is an impressive display of the 
possibilities for AI advancements.  

The effects of this are more far 
reaching than just chess and other games. The 
program has already been modified to play 
many other games, like connect-4, so this 
technology has been proven to be flexible as 
well as powerful. This same type of 
technology could be used in fields like stock 
investments, management, and advertising. 
With the rapid increase of power of this AI 
technology, it will be interesting to see what 
this allows us to do as a society. You never 
know, maybe the next big breakthrough could 
be because of a chess match. 
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HOROSCOPES 
By Mason Albert 

Hi everyone, I am proud to announce the release of the first edition of The Wire’s Horoscopes for this 
academic year. Please be warned, however, that these predictions are often astonishingly accurate. If I 
have predicted something bad for your sign, or an occurrence you might not want, I would tell you to take 
these predictions with a grain of salt, but chances are it will happen anyway. Enjoy! And I do mean that. It 
was quite difficult to squeeze this entire section onto one page, so I really do hope it was worth something.

(03/21 – 4/20) Canoeing. For 
some reason above us all, your 
month will be filled with plenty of 
canoeing. The good kind of 
canoeing though, not the bad 
kind. So much canoeing, I dare 
say you’ll get sick of it by the end 
on the month. Be generous with 
the sunscreen and enjoy. 

(05/22 – 06/21) You might want to 
be extra careful the next couple 
of times you leave the house. Not 
that you’re in any danger, of 
course. I’m just saying it wouldn’t 
be a bad idea.  

(08/22 – 09/23) About a 2 or a 3. 
Maybe a 4 if you’re lucky 

(10/24 – 11/22 You’re going to 
make a new friend. A freelance 
writer with a cottage in Stowe who 
likes to go for long walks around 
the lake. He or she will be like the 
brother or sister you’ve always 
felt you’ve been missing. 

(12/23 – 1/20) A frog in a 
Peachtree will stop you on your 
way home and tell you what to do 
from there. Oh boy, it’s going to 
be an exciting adventure. 

(02/20 – 03/20) The Queen of 
Sweden will pay you a visit and 
demand you do what is right. You 
will understand what to do when 
the time comes. Otherwise, well, 
otherwise things might not end 
too well. 

(04/21 – 05/21) Solid Pokémon. 
Maybe like a 5/10. Not one I would 
use in my team but its double-edge 
can be pretty lethal. There are 
definitely worse options out there.  
 
(06/22 – 07/22) Whoever said nothing 
is impossible has never tried 
slamming a revolving door 
 
(07/23 – (08/21) Two out of your 
twelve dreams this month will come 
true. Wow. That’s pretty rare. Maybe 
you should keep a dream journal or 
something, just so you know what to 
expect. 

(09/24 – 10/23) Libra’s a funny word. 
Is it more like a lion or like a zebra? I 
guess we may never know. 
Regardless, I suppose that means 
you’ll have a funny month. That or get 
eaten by one of the two 
aforementioned animals.  

(11/23 – 12/22) You will find 
inspiration in a beautiful landmark. 
The kind of life changing inspiration. 
Seriously, the landmark is going to be 
super inspiring. I think. That or your 
fish will get hit by a train. Given it’s 
unlikely you all have fish, I’m going to 
go with the first one. 

(01/21 – 02/19) A colourful month is 
coming your way. Interpret that 
however you want. 
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